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COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF HIS MAJESTY'S FORCES, 
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SIR, Bkussels, Wh March, 1S17. 

The internal economy and 
discipline of His Majesty's i^rmies having 
arrived at the highest state of perfection 
under the auspices of your Royal High- 
nessy the World must acknowledge to how 
great an extent you have contributed to 
the splendid and glorious results of the 
last campaign. 



VI DEDICATION. 

Impressed with the most profound re- 
spect towards Your Royal Highness, I have 
the honor to dedicate this Narrative to 
you; being satisfied, that any Work, how- 
ever humble, which treats of the Battle 
OF Waterloo, and the immortal Hero 
under whom it was achieved, will meet the 
sanction and countenance of Your Royal. 
Highness. 

I have the honor to bci 

With the highest respect, 
Sir, 
Your Royal Highness's 

Most faithful, devoted, and 
Obedient humble Servant, 

ARTHUR GORE, 

Captain 30th Regiment of Foot. 



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE. 



The unparalleled consequences of the Battle of 
Waterloo, and the avidity which has been evinced 
throughout Greiat Britain to obtain every possible 
information respecting that memorable event, have 
induced me to offer to the Public a Translation of 
Cbaan's Account of it, which comprises more 
genuine intelligence, and gives a clearer and more 
correct idea of the occurrences of that important 
epoch, than any other hitherto published. 

The very great and extraordinary merits which 
the Topographical Plan accompanying this Work 
has been generally allowed to possess, and the high 
and flattering encomiums with which it has been 
honored by several of the first and most exalted 
personages in Great Britain and in Europe, super- 
sedes, on my part, the necessity of comment: — 
. however, I will venture to observe, that to those who 
had either relatives or friends upon the field, it will 
prove peculiarly interesting, as it distinctly points 
out the position where each regiment was respectively 
engaged. 
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I have also undertaken this Narrative, which I 
respectfiiUy submit to the Public, not only from the 
motives already stated, but from a personal esteem 
for the Author, and a dcsirv ta joia in giving pub- 
licity to every circumstance connected with that 
glorious campaign, which, after so many years of 
bloodshed, has ^ven peace and tranquillity to 
£urope \ 

A. G. 
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OF 



THE BATTLE OP WATERLOO. 



INDICATIONS AND EEFERJINCBS EXPLANATORY 
OF THE PLAN. 

In order to avoid repetitioQi the indioatioDS^ alphas 
betically arranged, poiht out at once the position and 
formation of the respective corps; a particular de^ 
scription of which the nature of this Work will not 
admit. In referring tp the plan, it will be neoessarf 
to pay considerable attention to the distinctive mark^ 
characterized by the Roman and Italic Alphabet^ 
used in the reference; and also to regard particu- 
l^rly the dotted Imes, which lead from position to 
position. 

— ipi 

THE ANGLO-AUUBP ARMY WA^ UNDER THE COMMAND 
OF HIS GRACE THE DUKE OF WEUJNGTQN (•). 

THE ViaST CORPS OF TUB A&HT WaI» OOMVANDM BT HIS 
ROTAL HIGBIfkSS 0£V«RAL THB PBI]f C8 OF ORAVGE» AKD 
OCCunit) THE CBKTRK OF THB POSITIOK OF THE ALUBD 

aImt. 

B 



2 AN HISTORICAL A€COUKT OF 

THE TROOPS OF THE CENTRE IN POSITION, BETWEEN 
THE ROADS OF QiARLEROI AND NIVELLES. 



(A) The first division, British foot guards, was 
commanded by Major-General Sir Geoi^ Cooke, 
and occupied the right front of the centre. 

(a) The first brigade was commanded by Major- 
General Maitland, and consisted of the second and 
third battalions of the first regiment of foot guards. 
This brigade suffere^d considerably on the sixteenth of 
June, in the battle of Quatre-firas. 

(b) The second brigade was commanded by Major- 
General Sir J. Byng, and consisted of the second bat- 
talions of the Coldstream regiment, and of the third 
regiment of foot guards. Seven companies of the 
Coldstream occupied the chateau and gardens of 
GomoRt ; the four light companies of the division were 
advanced in the wood and orchards, {see h and i.) A 
brigade of royal British artillery, under the com- 
mand of Captain Sandham, and a brigade of the 
king's German horse artillery, commanded by 
Major Kuhlman, were attached to this division ; also 
a second British brigade, under the command of 
Captain Sinclair. 

(B) The. third division was commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-General Count Alten, and formed the left face 
of the centre. This division was composed of 

(c) The second brigade of the king's German le- 
gion, under the command of Colonel Ompteda, con- 
sisting of the first and second battalions of light 
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infantry, and the fifth and eighth battalions of the 
line. The second battalion of light infantry, com- 
manded by Lieutenant-Colonel Baring, occupied the 
farm of la Haie-Sainte, which it defended with great 
bravery. 

(d) The first Hanoverian brigade, commanded 
by Major-General Count Kilmansegge, consisted of 
the field , battalions of Lunenberg, first battalion of 
the Duke of York, and the battalions of Gruben- 
ha^en, Verden, Bremen, and the light infantry of 
Sporcken. 

(e) The fifth British brigade, which suffered consi- 
derably on the l6th of June at Quatre-Bras, was 
commanded by Major-General Sir Colin Halkett, 
and composed of the second battalions of the thirtieth, 
sixty-ninth, and seventy-third regiments, and the thirty- 
third regiment. This division, and the first division of 
guards, were much exposed , to the charges of the 
French cavalry, which they severally repulsed : a 
British brigade of guns, under the command of Major 
Lloyd, and a brigade of king's German horse artil- 
lery, under the command of Captain CUeve, were 
attached to this division. 

(f) The corps of the Duke of Brunswick, com- 
. manded by Major-General Olferman, consisted of a 

brigade of light infantry, under, the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel de Butler; a brigade of infantry 
of the line, under the command of Major de Munck- 
hausen; a regiment of hussars dt la mort ; and a 
squadron of lancers. Two battalions were placed in 
, the centre of the British guards, having in their front 
two brigades of artillery, under the command of 
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Migar de Lubeck^ A battalion under the command 
of Major d^ BuloWy «^ detached in the wood of 
GomoDt, where the. combat was. supported on both 
sides with great fury. 

(g) Three battalions of the first regiment of the 
contingent of Nassau-Uaingen, under the command of 
General Kruse. The Prince of Orange was wounded 
in leading on this regiment to the charge^ against the 
nwymne garde. See (OR). 

(h) Three*^ companies of the Cddstpeam regi- 
ment, under the command of lieutenanfr-Colonri 
McDonnell, were posted in the chateau and g^urden 
of Gomont^ the walk of wliich were loop-holed. This 
detachmeni: was reinforced by four companies of the 
same regimen^ commanded by Cofonel Woodford. 
Notwithstanding the chateau was in flames, and at- 
tacked on dil sides» it was bravely and successfully 
defended duriiig the day« 

(i) The wood and orchards of Gomont were de* 
fended by the four light companies of the first divuion 
of guards, the first battalion of the second regiment 
of Nassau, ki the service of tbe Netherlands, aqd a 
battalion of the ddtchy of Brunswick,, under the comn 
muid of Major de Bulow. This part of Gomont 
was occupied^ after two hours' hard fighting, by the 
division of Jerome Napoleqo. 

(j) A Fcench battery, which was ordered to advance 
and raze the wail of the gardca of Gomont, but was 
dislodged. 

(k) The first brigade of heavy cavalry was com-! 
manded by Majop^General Lord. £. Someraet, and 
con^x>sed of the first and second s^ments of lifil 
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guards^ the first regiment of dragoon guards, and the 
horse guards (blue), thid bri^de charged the cuiras* 
siers repeat^ly, atid repulsed tbeni at the foot of the 
hill (B) on the chauss^e. 

(1) The third brigade of light cavalry was com- 
manded by Major^General Sir William Domberg, 
and composed of the first and second regiments of 
dragoons of the king's German Ijegion, and the 
twenty-tHfrd British light dragoons. 

(m) The seventh brigade of light cavalry was com- 
manded by Colonel, F. Arendschild, and composed 
of the third regiment of hussars, kings German 
legion, and the thirteenth British light dragoons. 

(n) The fifth brigade of light cavalry was com- 
manded by Major-General Sir C. Grant, and com- 
posed of the seventh and fifteenth British hussars. 

(o) The division of cavalry of the kingdom of the 
Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Baron Colaert, consisted of three brigades, 
and repulsed the enemy in several charges. 

(p) A brigade of heavy cavalry, cbmmanded by 
Major-General Trip, consisting of the first and third 
regiments (Dutch), and the second carabiniers (Bel- 
gian.) 

((]() The second brigade of light cavalry, under the 
command of Major-General Ghigny, was composed 
of the fourth Dutch light dragoons, and the eighth 
regiment of Belgian hussars — a brigade of light artil- 
lery, of the kingdom of the Netherlands, under the 
command of Captain Petter, was attached to this 
division; it was posted nearly in front of the first 
regiment of Nassau, (g). 
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(r) The first brigade of light cavalry, under the 
commaod of Major-General Van Merle, consisted of 
the sixth regiment of Dutch hussars, and the fifth 
Belgian light dragoons. 



HORSE ARTILLERY ATTACHED. 



Besides the artillery attached to each division, 
there were also attached to the British cavalry the 
brigades of Major Bull, Lieutenant-Colonel Smith, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Gardner, Major Ram- 
say, and Captain Mercer; also a rocket brigade^ 
commanded by Major Whinyates, 

Three brigades of artillery were in reserve, under 
the command of Sir Hew D. Ross, Major Bean, and 
Captain Sinclair. 

These brigades occupied successively the posi- 
tions of those dismounted in the centre, and upon 
the left 

The different batteries of the centre were placed 
irregularly, according to the nature and undulation 
of the ground. 
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lEXTREME RIGHT OF THE ANGLO-ALUED ARMY AT 
BRAINE-LA-LEUD. 

THE SECOND CORPS OF THE ARMY, FORMING THE RIGHT WING, 
COMMANDED BT LIEUTENANT-GENERAL LORDJIILL. 

(C) The plateau, where the second British division 
was placed enpotence^ under the command of Lieute- 
nant-General Sir Henry Clinton.: it was composed as 
follows : 

(s).The third British brigade, under the- command 
of Major-General Adams, consisted of the first batta^ 
lions of the fifty-second and seventy-first regiments of 
the line, and nine companies of the ninety-fifth regi- 
ment, or rifle corps. (Now called rifle brigade«) 

(t) The first brigade of the king's German legion^ 
commanded by Colonel Duplat, was composed of the 
first, second, third,, and fourth battalions of the line of 
the king's German legion, 

(u) The third Hanoverian brigade, commanded by 
Colonel Halkett, consi&ted of the second and third 
battalions of the Duke of York, and the battalions of 
militia^. Saltzgitter and Bremervorde; a brigade of 
royal Brkish artillery, commanded by Captain Bol- 
ton; and a brigade of king's German horse artillery, 
under the command of Major Symper, were attached 
to the second division. 

(v) The fourth British brigade, under the command 
of Colonel Mitchell, belonging to the fourth division, 
composed of the third battalion of the fourteenth regi- 
ment, and the first battalions of the twenty-third and 
fifly*first re^ments of the line. A brigade of Hano-^ 
vierian artillery, commanded by Captain de Retberg^ 
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was attached to the secfMvl divisioo^ which, about three 
o'clock in the afierooon, took up a new alignment on 
the right of the centre, as it did not appear necessary 
to maintain longer that position. 

(D) The defence of Braine4arLeud was intrusted 
io the third division of the Netherlands, under the 
coounand of IJcutcnan^General Baroo Chass^.-^ 
The first brigade, under the command of Colonel 
Detmers, composed of the thuty-fifth battalion of 
fidgian l^ht infantry, the second battalion of the 
Dutch lines, and the fourth, sixth, seventeeotb, and 
nineteenth battalions of Dutch militia, occupied tbait 
position; the seventeenth battalion, aUtdeinadlPanGe, 
kept open the communication with the second Btitish 
division, under the command of LieutenantrGentral 
Sir Henry Clinton. 

(E) The second brigade, commanded by Miyor- 
General D'Aubrem6, was composed ci the thirty'- 
sixth battalion o£ Ught infantry, and the thind bil- 
lion of the Belgian line ; t^ twelfth and thirtsenth 
battalions of the line, and the thiol and tenth batta^ 
lions of Dutch militia. -t- These troops occupied a 
commanding position upon an he^ht at tile &rm of 
Vieux Foriez.— A brigade of foot artillery, under 
the command of Captain Lux, and a light brigade, 
commanded by Major Van der Smissen, were attached 
to this divbion. 

(w) Between the hours of two and three o'clock in 
the afternoon, the third dividon advanced towards the 
centre; the second brigade by Merbe-Braine; &e first 
bs^pde was oideced to occupy the originid position of 
the second British divbion. 
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Four bftCb^Dfi iiK)V€d Ibrward inf squtre. The 
third divjisiati to^ up a second posidoo along the 
cbdiiBS^ of NiveHes, in rear of tW right ^img of fbfj 
army. 



DETACHED DIVISIONS, FORMING THE LEFT WING. 

TffE EXTBLtVrR LEFT OP THE AKOLO-AXXtED AEUT 



(F) A pait of the second di^»oi^ df the K&gdom 
of the N^^erlands> im<fer the opdefs &S Lieiolenatit* 
Deneral Buron de Perpoertiifafer, andthe^^eeond Inlgade, 
commanded by the Prinee 0( S^e-W^yiMt^ toifi)p»Ofted 
of the first aad second liattalloiss ^ iii^ P^xxmi of 
Omnge Nassau^, wilii the second and thiM baftMilMrs 
of Ite second regiment of Nassao' tJsingeti^ tK^^ied 
the po^itionaat the^ttjp^me \e% ol Pa^totte, Sttohainy 
and hi Baye. The first battaiion of Ifhe secotlitregi* 
ment before tii^[il^Gned, i?as posted at G^^q^oat, (^e^ i.) 

(x) The first brigade/ comiaanded by Miy^JSene- 
ral Count de Byland of ^^ dame di'^imo^^ consisted 
cf theseventbba«lali0!iof^ Bbl^anline^liie tweiity- 
se^^Mth i^ment 0^ l%h« infanti^, the Hth^ seventh, 
and ei^th batt^ons of Ikitdk inilitia. The fifth 
btttalioti of n^^a;, placed in ^es^^ve, su^red c^si- 
d^ably on the ^steenth of iudie at Q(mti>€MBFitf . A 
brig^e of guns, under the coniDtend^ of Ciiptain Byl^ 
v(My wics atMched^ tei the dbiiion. 

^6) Tbe fifth BHtfeK dfrt^ibidfi^'ii^biiiiderthe^eom- 
iiteHd of lisixKlJto^Oattei^ Sir Thi^ma^ Pidion. — 
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A brigade of royal British artillery, commanded by 
Major Rogers, and a brigade of Hanoverian artillery, 
under the command of Captain Braun, were attach^ 
to this division. 

(y) The fifth Hanoverian brigade consisted of the 
four battalions of militia of Hameln, GrifTom, Hildes- 
heim, and Peine, under the command of Colonel 
Vincke. 

(z) The ninth brigade (Scotch) was under the com- 
mand of Major-General Sir Dennis Pack, and con- 
sisted of the third battalion of the first regiment of 
royal Scotch, the first battalions of the forty-second 
and ninety-second Highlanders,, and the second batta- 
lion of the forty-fourth regiment. This brig^e charged 
with the bayonet the French column T. (see m.) 

(aa) The eighth British brigade,^ commanded by 
Major-General Sir James Kempt^ consisted of the 
first battalions of the twenty-eighth and thirty-second 
regiments, and the first battalion of the seventy-ninth 
regiment of Highlanders, the first battalion of the 
ninety-fifth (rifle corps), and one company of the same 
regiment, (see m.) This brigade, and the ninth, suf- 
fered considerably at Quatre-Bras. 

(bb) Tenth British brigade, commanded by Major- 
General Sir J. Lambert, (belonging to the sixth divi- 
sion,) composed of the first battalions of the fourth, 
twenty-seventh, and fortieth, regiments of the line. 
This brigade was particularly chai^d in retaking the 
farm of La Haie-Sainte. 

(cc) The second brigade of heavy cavalry, com- 
manded by Major-General Sir William Ponsonby, 
consisted of the first r^meut of royal dragoons^ 
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second regiment North British dragoons, (or Scotch 
Greys,) and the sixth, or Inniskilling dragoons. This 
brigade made a desperate charge upon the French 
artillery, (see m. o.) 

(dd) The fourth brigade of light cavalry, under, the 
command of Major-General Sir J. Vandeleur, com- 
posed of the eleventh, twelfth, and sixteenth, regiments 
of British light dragoons, charged T. w. 

(ee) The sixth brigade of light cavalry, commanded 
by Major-General Sir Hussey Vivian, was composed 
of the first regiment of hussars, king's German le- 
gion, and the tenth and eighteenth regiments of British 
hussars. In the afternoon, the fourth and sixth British 
brigades moved to the right of the centre, (see ^.) 



TIIE PRUSSUN ARMY, UNDER THE COMMAND OF HIS 

HIGHNESS, PRINCE BLUCHER, DEBOUCHING 

BY LASNE K^T> CHAIN. 



(H) The first corps of the army, under the com^ 
mand of General Von Ziethen^ arrived at eight 
o'clock in the evening, with four brigades of infantry, 
each consisting of three regiments ; the first under the 
command of General Steinmetz; the second brigade 
under General Pirch, (junior); the third brigade 
under General Jagow; the fourth brigade under 
General Henkel; and a corps of cavalry, composed 
of six regiments, under GenerahVon Roeder. This 
corps had suffered considera,bly oa the fifteenth and 
sixteenth of June at li^y. 
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(ff ) At the moirient of the general advance of the 
Allied Army, the advanced guard of the first eorps 
retook Smobaiq and Fapdcdte, in concert with the 
troops of Nassau, when they established a battery 
against La Haye near (ff). 

(gg) The three other bf tgades advanced at the same 
lime upon La Belle AUiance. 

(hh) The cs^ry under the command of General 
Von Roeder pursued the French, already in full 
retreat. 

(I) The arrival of the fourth corps, under the com-^ 
mand of Lieuteoanfr-General Von Bulow. The six- 
teenth brigade^ under Colonel Hiller ; the fifteenth 
brigadf^ ooder General Von Losthiti ; the thirteenth 
brigade, under Lieutenant-General Von Hacke; and 
the fourteenth brigad^r, tttfdet Major-General Von 
Ryssel. — A numerous artillery, and a corps of heavy 
cavalry, with that of the second corps, forming toge- 
ther fourteen regiments, was commanded by His 
Royal Highness, Prince William of Prussia. 

(J) The fifteenth and dxteenth brigades arrived at 
fonr oclode^ with a.cOTps of cavalry, in a covered 
position^ in the wood of !P«ris^ Hear Frichermont : 
tliey immec&t^ deboudied, and advanced upon 
Pianoeciois.'^The Prmce Bhidier had brfore ad-* 
vanced^ at tlflree o'clock in the i^temoon, to recon^ 
noitre the field of Inuttle with two regiments of 
dragoons^ which wert ^ engaged tirith the French 
Gsvafay, in rear of JB'richerment 
/ (K) iOeoeral . Von Bolov, without mvaitii^. his 
rmBfofoemalt^ .nwd^ .every neeessary anangement 
to attack Plancenois. 
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. (L) The two other brigades of the fourth corps 
having successively arrived with a part of the second 
corps, commanded bj General Pirch (semor), formed 
in the plain. Some troops arrived by the Abbey of 
d'Aywiers. (kk). 

(ii) The cavalry, supported by the artillery, at- 
tacked the right of the first French corps, and was 
engaged with the cavalry (tt). The French turned 
some guns against them (N), to which they were 
considerably exposed. 

^M) The remainder of the fourth corps, with a part 
of the second, attacked Plancenois, defended in front 
by the sixth French corps. — About six o'clock in the 
evening the engagement became general, and during 
that momciptous crisis the troops on both sides fought 
with increased and unexampled fury. 

(11) This column bravely resisted the different 
attacks made upon it, and turned the village at 
night. 

(mm) Attack of the village in front, which was 
taken and retaken three times. This position was 
obstinately disputed. 
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THE FRENCH ARMY, 

COMMANDED BY NAPOLEON BONAPARTE. 



THE BIGHT WING OF THE FRENCH AftMT RESTING 
UPON SMOHAIN. 

N 1. N 2. N 3. Three different positions on the 

side of the chauss^e of Charleroi and Brussels, which 

. Napoleon occupied successively during the battle, at 

the hours of ten o'clock in the morning, and at three 

and seven in the afternoon. 

. (N) Extreme right of the first corps, commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Count d'Erlon, consisting 
of four divisions of infantry, and one division of 
cavalry (tt), supported by eighty pieces of cannon, 
twelve pounders. 

(nn) The fourth division of the first corps was 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Durutte, and 
composed of four regiments, the twenty-ninth, eighty- 
fifth, ninety-fifth of the line, and a regiment of light 
infantry. It attacked, and retook several times, 
the farm of Papelotte, defended by the troops of 
Nassau (F), which was ultimately destroyed by fire. 
This division was attacked at night, in flank, by 
the Prussians. 

(oo) The third division, commanded by Lieutenant- 
General Marcognet, was composed of four regiments, 
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the twenty-fifth, forty -fifth,* one hundred and fifth, of 
the line, and a regiment of light infantry. It was at 
the head of the strong column (T) which attacked the 
left wing of the Allied Army. 

• (pp) The second division consisted of four re^- 
ments; the seventeenth, nineteenth, fifty-first, of the 
line, and the thirteenth regiment of light infantry, 

under the command of Lieutenant-General . 

This division was ordered to carry La Haie-Sainte, 
where it met with great opposition. The nineteenth 
regiment was almost entirely destroyed. 

(qq) The first division, consisting of four regiments 
of the line, and a regiment of light infantry, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General , sup- 
ported the second division, in the attack upon La 
Haie-Sainte, which it afterwards carried with consi- 
derable loss. 

(rr) The first division of cuirassiers, under the 
command of General Delort, was. composed of two 
brigades. The first brigade consisted of the fifth and 
tenth re^ments, under Brigadier-General Calmer; 
the second, of the sixth and nineteenth regiments, 
under General . 

(ss) A division of cuirassiers, under the command 
of General Vwhier de St-Alphonse. — The first bri- 
gade consisted of the first and second regiments, under 
General Dubois; the second, of the fourth and twelfth 
regiments, under. General Travfere. 

The third corps of cavalry, composed of two divi- 
sions, under the command of Lieutenant-General Mil- 
haud, formed, after the fall of La Haie-Sainte, in the 
hollow (U), on one side of the farm. 
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(tt) A division of Itj^t cavalry, under the corn** 
mand of General Jacquinot^ consisting of the third 
and fourth regiments of lancers, the third r^ment 
of light dragoons, and the sevteth r^ment of hussars. 
It was attached to the first corps of infantry, and, 
during its retreat, was r^ieatediy charged and much 
harassed by the Prussian cavalry. 



LEFT WING OF THE FRENCH ARMY, COVERED BY THE 
WOOD OF GOMONT. 



. (O) The extreme left of the second corps, under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Count Reille, 
was composed of four divisions of infantry, and one 
division of cavalry (zz), supported by upwards of sixty 
pieces of cannon, twelve poundei^. The first division 
of infentry, under the command of Jerome Napoleon, 
occupied this position, and consisted of four regi- 
ments; the first, second, and third of the line, and 
the first of light infiantry, supported by the second 
division (uu). The first attack was made on the 
wood and chateau of Gomont, at half-past eleven 
O'clodc, (seeh.) 

(uu) The second division, commanded by Lieu- 
tenant-General Bachelu, consisted of four regiments ; 
the twelfth light infantry, seventy-second, one hundred 

and eighth, and regiments of the line, (see O.) 

(vv) The third division was commanded by lieu- 
tenant-General Foy, and composed of four regiments 
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of the line, and one of light infantry : a part of this 
dmsioa moved npoa Qotnont (i), the remainder was 
employed agaiitst La Hdic^Saiillte. 

(.ww) The fourth division, under the command of 
LiMt6nftnC-Oeneral Oifftrd, d^msted of ^ulr Jre- 
gittienite-^tbe fotiilh light in&mry, ti^^tftb, ^nd fwo 
reglkMntd of th« line. This division huting dtiffefl^ 
cMsidei^bly at th6 battle df Ligi^^i Waft tmmvtth 
ek jidsed on £he eighteenth of JUrid. 

(tx) A divisiciifi of beiivy Gavall^> u^d^r the Wth^ 
lAiM Of LieUtenafat-Gfetierai I'Hefetier, coiiHpdsSd ctf 
ftfuf regin^ents, thei eighth atid eleventh of tciiNtesietls^ 
atid the secotid and itevehtb dragoons. 

(yy) A divisioii of btovy cdVftlfy, und^ ih« fcoift- 
liii&hd df LieutedaM^Geilei'ftl tloussei d'Urbal, 6em- 
p6^td of fout fegimehts,-^th6 first sliid s#cond ^aibbi- 
tieer^, and thd sedond and thifd of cuirassiers^ Thes6 
two divisions formed the fourth corps of cavalrjr, UfP 
d«f the command of lietlteniktit-Getieral Kc^eitMm, 
aUd ^vHnced toitai'ds the (^hW& of fhe AlH^ 
Ahiiy(r/). 

(zz) A division of light e&l^iAtyy ucfdat tBe 66fnh 
fti^ of Lieutenant-Oeri^ral Pit^, attflfcbcfd t6 the 
iiecotkl totp^ df in&rttry, complOded df foor tegi* 
ments, — the first and sixth light dragoons, and the 
fifth and si^ttb tegiftients of lancers. This divisiion 
poaMd during the day iti observatidi^ at Mon-Pkd^ 
sir, nidted m the ttfterfi^^oii Idwards Pkncemm ki 
drdet* td cover, iii collect with the did guard,. ihe 
fdtreat of the army. 
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THE FRENCH RESERVE, STATIONED BETWEEN PLAN-* 
CENOIS AND MON-PLAISm. 

(P) The sixth corps, composed of two divbions, 
with thirty pieces of artillery, twelve pounders, un* 
der the command of Lieutenant-General the Count 
Xx>baq, was placed in reserve. The first division, un- 
der the command of General Baron Simmer, con- 
sisted of the fifth, eleventh, twenty-seventh, apd 
^gbty-fourth regiments of the line : the second divi- 
sion, commanded by General Baron Jeannin, was 
composed of the fifth light infantry, the tenth, and 
ODfi hundred and seventh regiments of the line. 

The third division of the sixth corps, commanded 
by General Baron Teste, was detached at Wavre, 
to support the third corps, under General Van- 
daipme, 

, (oe) A division of cavalry, composed of the fourth, 
eleventh, and twelfth regiments of light dragoons, 
under the command of General d'Aumont^ was at- 
tached to the sixth corps. 

(ae) The sixth corps, occupied in the defence of 
Plancenois, supported by the yoyng guard on the 
right; 

• (Q) The young guard, was under the com- 
maiid of General Puhesme : the division, consisting 
of four regiments, was commanded by General Bar- 
rois. The first brigade, copimanded by General 
Chartron, was composed of the first re^ment of 
tirailleurs, and the first of voltigeurs: the second 
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brigade^ commanded by (jeneral Mellinet, chief of 
the staff, consisted of the third regiment of tirailleurs^ 
and the third of voltigeurs. 

(a) The young guard, supporting the right of the 
sixth corps, in danger of being outflanked by the 
Prussians. 

(b) The farm of Cailliou, head quarters of Na- 
poleon, where his baggage remaiqed protected by the 
second battalion of the first regiment of ^hassi^ur^ 
of the old guard, under the command of Lieute- 
nant-Colonel During. The park of artillery of the 
guard, twelve poun(ters, was posted near the farm of 
Cailliou, in reserve. 

(R) The old foot guards, under the command of 
General Drouot, (Major-General of the staff of the 
guards,) advanced towards La Belle. AlUance at 
three o'clock in. tlie afternoon* 

(c) The grenadiers of the old guard, were unr 
der the orders of Lieutenant-General Friant, find 
composed of the. first, second, third, and fourth regi^ 
ments. The division was. commanded by General 
Petit. 

(d) The chasseurs of the old guard were under 
the orders of Lieutenant-General Morand, and com- 
posed of the first, second, third, and fourth r^ 
xpents.. General Michel commanded the division. 
The artillery of the guard, under the command of 
General Doguerau, was. employed at Plancenois. 

(e) The horse: grenadiers of the guard, were under 
the command of Lieutenant-General Guyot ; also the 
dragQQnsi of the guard, under Colonel Hofmeyer, 
General Letort having fallen on the sbcteenth. 
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(f) The lanoers of 'th^ guard, Were under tb^ 
command of Gttierftl GoltMt, luid fhe light cavalry; 
under General Lefebvre-Di^nouetteSy advanced to- 
wards the centre of the Allied Armyi upon which they 
made numerous charges. 

(g) A battery of reserve of the guard, twelve 
jKiunders, whkh fired in the afternoon over the vil- 
lage of, Plancenois, to check the advance of the 
Prussians. 



THE SECOND POSITIONS, PRINCIPAL ATTACKS, 
AND DIFPEUENT MOVEMENTS. 

(S) Second position of the foot guards, which 
formed in squares, at the approach of the Prus- 
flians. 

(A) Two battalions of the old guard, which were 
ordered from the Chauss^ (S) to support the sixth 
corps, and the young guard at Planceiiois; 

(i) The light artillery of the guard, under the com- 
mand 0f General Duchand, with two other batteries 
of the guard, replaced that of the sixth <x>rps, or- 
dered to the right of the first corps (N) to supply 
the fdace of the guns dismounted by Majdr-Genaml 
PoDsenby (see o.) 

(A;) The old guard, having forimed tw6 squares, 
1 and 8, at trnie o'clock at night, made several in- 
affeotual efforts to eovor the retreat and restrain the 
fu^lSve& Napoleon remained a short time with 
the square (8)« 
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The squfure (1) being pressed by the cetreat^pg 
army, ai^^har^d by a British regiment of cavalry^ 
was broj^y and nearly des^roy^d^ 

(/)oTbe sqijares of the sixth corps, of the yoi^ng 
g!Liard»and of two battalions of the old guard, which 
had heen sient to the support of the former at Plai> 
cenoi$9 in retreat 

(T) A heavy column of infantry, compo3ed of part 
of the second and third division of the first corps, 
moved forward at two o'clock in the aften^ooQ, to 
attack the left wing of the Allies, favoured by ^ 
deep ravine, which protected it from th^ hi^ of 
the furtiUery, 

(m) The head of the column (T) having succ^eedr 
ed in gaining the heights, drove back the brigpd? 
to which it was opposed ; but being attacked on the 
^k by a part of the fifth division, lender Lieut^ 
nam-General Sir Thpmas Picton, and charged b^; 
a brigade of British dragoons, under the cQtqim^Ci^ 
qf Major-Qeneral Sir William Ppn^onby, it yvvifi r^-t 
pulsed with considerable loss. 

(n) The cplumn (T) in retreat, charged by the 
British dragoops, support^ by a brigade (q), qSf tb(^ 
Netherlands, under Mi^-(JreReral Ghigny. 

(p) The British bri^de of dr^gpops^ which, afjr 
vanqed fi-om the fajrm of I^ Hwe-Sawt^ (n), iga^er 
Sir William Ponsonby, apd qhftTgjBd thei b^^^xie^ po 
the right of the first Frepch corp?. 
. (/>) Tbi? brigade, rfter the. ^rilliaqt fJtlfi^gfi H 
made, vv^ repulsed by the cuir?3sipf^ ynfj^r ^f R^ 
ral Milhand, and the fourth regiment Qf ^4P9^4^ 

(y) After m ot)?ti»atei resi§teni?fe ^ j(|^rSi^ji^ite 
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was taken, at three o'clock, by a pait of the first 
and second divisions of infantry, which enabled the 
cuirassiers to form en masse in the hollow (U). 

(U) The hollow before mentioned, where the cui- 
rassiers and other cavalry formed in great number, 
before and after the various charges made upon the 
squares of the centre, posted in echelon, on the heights 
of Mont St. Jean. 

(r) The horse grenadiers and dragoons of the 
guard, which advanced from the low grounds near 
Rossonmie (e); and repeatedly charged (a) and (b). 

(s) The lancers of the guard, having advanced 
from the plateau above Plancenois (f) at five o'clock 
in the afternoon, by different routes, made several 
desperate charges upon (a c d.) 

(f) A division of cuirassiers and carabiniers, 
which advanced from the rear of Gomont (yy). It 
was at the barrier of that chateau; where Mar- 
shal Ney, on foot,* (having had his horse shot under 
him,) encouraged this division to make one niore 
effort. 

(u) The squares of the second division, tiUder 
the command of General Clinton, moving at two 
o'clock from the plateau above Merbe-Braine (C) 
to support the right wing of the centre. 

(V) Four regiments of the third and fourth chas- 
seurs, and the third and fourth of the grenadietis of 
the French guard, (called the middle or moyenne 
guard,) which advanced in column, animated by Na- 
poleon, to attack the centre of the Allies, at half 
padt seven o'clock, 
(v) These regiments, led on by Marshal Ney, 
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gained the heights between La Haie-Sainte and Go* 
monty and deployed in front of the allied troops^ 
evincing a coolness and intrepidity almost un- 
equalled. 

V (w) The first brigade (D), commaiided by Colonel 
Detmers^ forming part of the third division of the 
Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Chass6, arrived at this critical moment, with 
six battalions, to the support of the brave troops en- 
gaged during the day. A light brigade of artillery, 
commanded by Major Van-der-Smissen^ also arrived 
from Braine-la-Leud, to support these troops, who 
succeeded in repulsing the guard, equally unsuccess- 
ful at all points, in its attacks upon the right wing of 
the centre. 

(x) A brigade of British artillery, attached to the 
second British division, commanded by the gallant 
Captain Napier, (who received nine wounds,) with 
the brigade (u;) made dreadful havoc in the French 
guards* 

(y) Two brigades of light cavalry, under Major- 
Generals Vandeleur and Vivian, having arrived from 
the left wing of the Army, charged the guard upon 
its left flank, supported by the brigades (n m IX at 
the same moment that Ix)rd Wellington advanced 
with the whole of the line, which decided the vic- 
tory. 

Iz) The last French squares, which, after a vain 
and ineffectual rei^istance, were broken, and ulti- 
mately became a part of the general and comfused 
mass. 
(Or) The place where the Prince of Orange was 
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wounded, at half paat aetea o'dfick in tbe aftarooon, 
diaigiDg at the head of the first t^^twmt q( Nassau 
Uflingen, the grenadicni of the middla guard- 

His Royal Highness was shot through the left 
shoulder, almost at the same moment that the victory 
was obtained. 



Th^ Author begs leave to return his most grate- 
ful acknowledgments to the Officers of the different 
Armies, who have so generously enabled him to 
authenticate every part of this Narrative by offi- 
cial information; and at the same time to ob- 
serve, that if in the course of the general detail 
he has passed over in silence any peculiar cir- 
cumstance connected with individuals, he assures 
them, it has proceeded from want of information, 
and not from neglect, or an unwillingness on his 
part to g^ve publicity to any matter, either per- 
sonal dr interesting, which relates to his subject. 
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INTRODUCTION, 



BY 



THE TRANSLATOR. 



As the reader may be unacquainted with the mUitary 
operations previous t6 the battle of Waterloo, the fol- 
lowing sketch will afford him some knowledge of tfaei 
circumstances which led to that event; and enable 
him to trace the movements of the French army froni 
its cantonments in the vicinity of Beaumont, to the 
passage of the Sambre, at Marchienne au Pont, by 
Napoleon Buonaparte in person, about four o'clock in 
the morning, ' on the fifteenth of June 1815, and at 
Lobbes and Thuin to the left, by a part of the se^ 
cond corps, under the orders of General Reille, which 
succeeded in' forcing the advanced ]Posts of the Prus- 
sians to retire on Fontaine L'Ev^ue and Charleroi, 
from whence they were dislodged. ^ 

Napoleon having obtained possession of this im- 
portant position, ordered Marshal Ney to advance 
with the 'first and second corps of the army, under 
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Generals d'Erlon and Reille, supported by four di- 
Tisions of cavalry, under Lientenant-Generals Pine, 
Desnouettes, Valmy, and Colbert, and a formidable 
artillery, on Gosselies; at the sameJLiine that a corps 
of observation wits pushed fpfwaid to Fleirus, where 
Marshal Blucher was concentrating his forces. 

Marshal Ney having entered Gosselies, pursued 
bis route towards Brussels, and attacked, at six 
o'clock in the afternoon, a battalion of Orange-Nassau, 
under the Prince of BtPf^Ylfynk^U supported by a 
brigade of light artillery, which otcupied the vil- 
lage of Frasne, and obliged these troops to fall back 

vOn a part of the second division of the kingdom of 
the Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General d^ P^r^ncjier, i^t Quatre-Bnis (or the qroy 
ro^ds), which hi(4 ady¥M:iq<^ from Nivelles,, on hear- 
ing of the appxpach of the French, and succeeded ia 
boldipg that position i^nti} the arrival of the troops 
pn the following ^lorping. 

, The occupation of Q^p^re-Br^a wa? n^ost importanti 
a9 the po^sessioii qf it kept open a communication, 
]yy tb^ Napiiir ro^d^ with Marshal BlMcber's army, 
moying into position on tbis beigbts, in rear of Sou)- 

^brefife, Ligny, and St. Amai;id, which villages were 
occupied by the Sidvan^ed postp of th^ Prussians, 

]){apol,eQn bavipg moved fifpnj C^arleroi pp the 
morning of the iQth, forpi^. bi^ ^rmy iq order of 
battle on the plains of FleQriis; extending fron^ thiit 
tpwn b^yopd the village of ]Jij;ny^ ^ving his p^tre 
upon an h^Uock^ called tl^e Tomb, in ffopt of tjb^t 
qf tl^e Prussiaii popitip^i. The gTes|tj?r l^ypppft^oft pf 
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his cavalry was posted in i'ear of the right wing, 
under cover of aft elevated ground; and the antUery 
was placed along the line in the mo^t commanding 
and advantageous positions. The attack commeticed 
about two o'clock in the day, when the right Wing 
of th^ Prussian army, after an obstibate resistance of 
s6me hours, #as obliged to fall batk, being pressed 
in front by the division under General Lefol, out- 
flanked bjr the fourth corps under Lieutenant-General 
Girard, at St. Amand (I), and also threaten^ in the 
iipar by the first corps, under Count d'Erloti, which 
Napoleon had ordered from il^rasile by a road lead- 
ing directly to that village. This advantage obtained 
by the enemy, compelied Marshal Blucher to form 
his right wing en potenee (2) upon thje Cetitre which 
rested on Uie mill of Bussy (3), iii order to cover th6 
viUage of Bry to his rear. Napoleon, with ^id Usual 
promptitude, availing himself of the successes he had 
obtatoed ovei^ ihid right of th« Prussian line, ordered 
bii gutfds, supported by the cavalry and artillery of 
th# left, to advance, and the fourth corps to support 
tb« atUck efi Xht Prussian right of the village of 
Lignyy where th« most strtmuous exertions were made 
to defeat his intentions. 

Finding ic impracticilble to possess himself of thi^ 
pofntion, without a very considerable sacrifice of lived, 
owing to the skiU and bravefy with which it was de- 
fended, he changed his mode of attack, and directed a 
stirong <)olumn to be formed of a part of the right 
wing of his army, and to advance under cover of a 
hollow road to the left of the village. This move*^ 
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menty favoured by a desuuctive fire from ihe howitzer 
tmtteries at the Tomb, which enveloped the Castle, the 
Farm de la Cour, and the right of the village, in flames, 
compelled the Prussians to retire; whea thia oKMt ioh 
portant post fell into the hands of the enemy. This 
success enabled him to employ a considerable part of 
his/orces against the Prussian centre; and the heights 
being charged by the guards, at the same time that an 
attack was made on the left by a heavy column of 
infantry, supported by the cuirassiers, and a formidable 
artillery, the position was carried, and the Prussian army 
obliged to fall back on the village of Bry. 

Marshal Blucher finding it impossible to oppose, in 
such open ground, an enemy numerically superior to 
him, and likewise seeing no prospect of the arrival of 
the fourth corps, under Lieutenant-General Von Bulow, 
advancing by Gembloux, withdrew his troops from Bry, 
which the French occupied at ten o'clock at night, and 
reformed them on a plateau (4) running nearly parallel 
with his former position, between that village and Marbais. 
Having remained a short time, to allow his army some 
rest after the extreme fatigue of the day, he retreated 
through the villages of Tilly and Bruviere on Wavre, 
where he was joined by the fourth corps. 

The troops which had supported, during the daj; 
the batteries of Sombreffe and Tongrepelle, employed 
with considerable effect against the right, of the French 
army, condnued to occupy their positions until two 
o'clock the following morning, when they retrograded by 
Gembloux on Wavre, followed a short time afterwards 
by the corps of Marshal Grouchy and Vandamme. 
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At the same time th^t Napoleon was engaged with 
the Prussian army at Ligpy, Marshal Ney attacked, the 
Allies at Quatre-Bras, defended by the £fth British di* 
▼isioD, under the command of Lieutenant-General Sir 
Thomas Picton, the •second division of the kingdom of 
tb^ Netherl^Ddsy under Lieutenant-Oenerai Baron d^ 
Perponcher, aod the troops of Brunswick, amder theif 
illustripus Duke, supported by the first division of ihe 
Irtish guards, <:ommanded by Major-General Sir 6eoi]ge 
Cooke, which succeeded in driving the enepiy from the 
wood of Bossu, while the third British division, binder 
Lieutenant-General Count Alten, charged his centre 
upon the plain. After an obstinate contest of seven 
hours, the Frepch were forced to give way, and the 
Allies remiuned in possession of the field. Duriog that 
period, the troops were not only exposed to a mast 
galling and destructive fire of artillery, but to the re- 
peated charges of a numerous cavalry, supported by 
heavy columns of infantry, whose various attacks were 
generally repulsed, notwithstanding the great superiority 
of their numbers. 

After many fruitless efforts to carry this position. 
Marshal Ney ordered the first division to advance to 
his support from Frasne : but, to his great surprbe and 
mortification, discovered that it had been withdrawn by 
Kapoleon. 

Had pot the Duke of Wellington succeeded in hold- 
ing Quatre-Bras, Marshal Ney would most undoubtedly 
have profited by the occasion, and pushed on to Brus- 
sels. This movement would have interposed the French 
army between the Allies and the Prussians, and pre- 

4 
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irtnied til dire<!t tfodit&utiiotittoii t betite^ the rOttd iit>ii2 
Soimbreflfe to Quaire-Bmu Wii perfeistly op«d> nothing 
n6^ ttintitig to pref^nt Napokoo from avalliftg htin- 
self of the adirantages which ht hud obtuned. 

The very ejttended c&ntoninetiu of the Allied Atftiy 
on the fifteenth of June, have naturally led to muiy 
observiitiottk from persons unaequainted with die enuse ; 
but, bj referring to the map of the Netheriandri^ it 
will be seen, that so vulnerable A frontier conld not be 
defended at all points : on which account, the Duke of 
Weliiogton was obliged to awiiit die commeflcement of 
hostilities, before he could attempt to eobeemmte bis 
troops, it being utterly impo^ftible for him t4 tnlicipate 
at what point the first attack might be made. 

Such a step would have only favoured the deiignil of 
the enemy, mA enabled him to penetrate still fnrthei 
into the country: moreover, the difficulty of obtaining 
forage and provisions for so large an arrtty^ at any OM 
point, must be apparent to all. 




iM^'iMy^ffi^^' 




/'k^t*! ai; *Ti/j^- 



!^ 0%/:>7/ ^_'^J^/^'^^:- 



INTRODUCTION. 



"On the sixteenth of June, the Allied Arrty, under the 
command of Field Marshal his Orace the Duke of 
Wellington^ gloriously maintained the important por 
sition of Quatre-Brasy after a most sanguinary and well 
disputed contest. 

This advantagey fully equivalent to a victory , con- 
tributed in no small degree to the unparalleled suc- 
cesses of the eighteenth of June. 

From the obstinate defence of this important point 
of communication^ the different corps composing the 
arfny had time to arrive successively from their distant 
cantonments^ at the respective places of concentration, 
whilst the troops, which had been engaged at Quatre- 
Bras, by a retrograde movement reinforced them; a ma- 
noeuvre which the Field Marshal thotight prudent, in 
consequence of the defeat of the Prussian army at 
Ligfay. 

Nothing could exceed the coolness and intrepidity 
of the troops engaged at Quatre-Bras, w*here a small 
body of men, assembled in haste, and exposed for a 
considerable time, without either artillery or cavalry, dis- 
played the most surprbing bravery,; in resisting the im- 

D 
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petuous attacks of a superior army^ perfectly organized, 
and supported by every species of force, in which the 
Allies were deficient. 

It was there that the firmness and abilities of a 
great General were required to extiicate himself firom 
so perilous and critical a situation. 

It was there, surrounded by many experienced Gene- 
' rals, that that young Hero, the Hereditary Prince, 
shone so conspicuously ; adding to the inherent valour of 
the House of Orange, the talents- of a Veteran-— lar 
lents matured in the war of the Peninsula, under that 
great Captain, the immortal Wellington. 

The illustrious and valiant Duke of Brunswick ter- 
minated his glorious career, with many brave men^ in 
this obstinate combat. ^ 

The reverses sustained by the Prussian Army on the 
sixteenth of June, on the heights of Ligny, determined 
Marshal Blucher to concentrate his troops at Wavre, where 
he would be reinforced by the fourth corps, under the 
command of Lieutenant-General Count Bulow, which 
had not been previously engaged. 

This retrograde movement obliged the Duke of Wel- 
lington, notwithstanding his success at Quatre-Bras, (and 
without beii]^ compelled by the enemy,) to make, as 
before observed, a corresponding manoeuvre, and retire 
on Waterloo, where the ground ofiered a position, 
which this modern Fabius (5) considered well adapted 
for the defeoce of Brussels, upon this side. 

That part of the army which had been engaged at 
Quatre^Bras, having bivouacked the night of the ux- 
teentb, in advance of th^ field of battle, his Gmce made 



Ibe ,««0989fify ^posipQf^ t9 support it, a^f renew the 
cooffict om tb^ n^oiiniffg pf 4j^^ ^dwen^e^tb .; .t>Ht feeing 
no ifictiiifttioQ m tb^ p»rt of U^ <f^ee?ijyr tp ^t^dif Jam, 
be ordered tbo anoy .to retire .at iiMd-dfiy hy Gpn^pp^ 
(6) with Ae kH^nliQO of co-roperfttiog wii^ ^arfbal 
Blucher^ which change of position he effected in the 
most admirable order, notwithstanding his rear guard 
M'as closely pressed and much harassed by the French 
cavalry, whose various charges were bravely and vigo- 
rously repulsed b^ the British dragoons and life 
guards. (7) 

About four o'clock in the afternoon of the seven- 
teenth of June, the Army arrived on the plains, in 
front of Waterloo, a village, partially entoured in the 
Forest of Soignie, wliABe ibe Jiaks of Wellington, esta- 
blished his head-quarters. 

The French Army, commanded by Napoleon in per- 
son, followed this movement, but the unusual severity 
of the weather prevented him from making any serious > 
attack. 

The rain fell in torrents, accompanied by thunder 
and lightning, which continued incessantly during the 
night: notwithstanding, some light artillery advanced on 
La Belle Alliance, and commenced a cannonade, which 
was but of short duration; when the French Army bi- 
vouacked, a part in advance of Genappe, the reuudnder 
on the heights between Plancenois and the farm of 
Mon-Plaisir. 

The head" quarters of Napoleon were established at 
the farm of Cailliou, in the hamlet of the Maison 
du Roi. 
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The Angio-Aliied Army bivouacked between Smohain 
and Brain-la-Leudy generally upon the heights it occu^ 
pied the following morning, rendered memorable by the 
most brilliant of victories : a victory deservedly cele- 
brated for its great importance^ and decisive results. 
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In what awful suspense must the portentous night 
of the seventeenth of June have passed away, whilq 
upwards of one hundred and fifty thousand inen, sepa- 
rated alone by a trifling ravine^ awaited but the break 
of day to decide by the sword such great and import- 
ant interests. 

The fertile, but open plains of Waterloo afforded 
no shelter from the inclemency of the weather ; and 
the unusual cold, accompanied by heavy rain, ren- 
dered the situation of the troops, ah'^ady exhausted 
by hunger and fatigue, particularly distressing. 

The morning at length vdawned, the rain still con^^ 
tinued to fall, but ceased at intervals, which were em- 
ployed on both sides in preparing for the combat 
. Napoleon and his legions little expected to find 
the British Army, on the foUowing mornings in order 
of battle : their only fear was, that the English would 
escape them by effecting a retreat during the night. 

If self-c|eceiving gasconade effaced frpm their n?e- 
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mories the fatal lessons but lately taught them in the 
Peninsula — ^if the battles of Talavera, Albuera, Sa- 
lamanca, Vittoria, OrtheSy and Thoulouse, were not 
sufficient to dissipate theit eg^^Mlj that of Quatre- 
Bras ought to have amply convinced them of their 
error. 

The tactics and intrepidity of the French Army 
ret^tiirt lio eulogiutn ; but let them do justice to the 
courage and unshaken firmness of their most perse- 
vering enemy, whose pretended inferiority on land 
was an assertion, now unquestionably refuted. 

The Duke of Wdlington, determined not to yield 
an inch of ground, had taken up a position in front 
6f the farm of Modt St. Jean, upon the heights 
Streti^hiag from the plateau (A) commanding the 
chateau of Gomont, to (F) an elevated ^und 
riding progressively above the farms of La Haye 
and Papelotte : a deep ravine, gradually descend- 
ing on this side towards Ohain, protected the 
left wing. In front and rear of the. line, which 
the heights delineate^ are several other ravines^ 
occasionally varying in depth, rendering the posi- 
tion i^ufficiently strong, excepting towards the cen- 
tre, which presents some weak points. The right 
wing was protected by a long ravine descending 
towards Merbe-Braine, a hamlet separated firom 
£raine-la-Leud by an extensive plateau, which, as 
it afforded no position in fronts rendered the oc- 
cupation of this village necessary, in order to 
keep open a communication with two small corps 
of observation, posted on the roads leading from 
Mons and NiveUes, to repel any attack on that 
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side; one of wbicbi commaaded by lieuteoant* 
General Sir Cbarles ColviUej was placed near 
Tubise, about three miles and a half in advance 
of Hal, and ten from the field of action ; tlie 
other at Clabbeek and Brainele-cbateau, situated 
at an equal distance from Tubise and Braiae^la- 

I Leud, under the command of His Royal Highness, 

' Prince Frederic of the Netherlands, a young 

Prince, who has exhibited sufficient proofs of ta- 
lent, in his excellent arrangements, to justly en- 

r.. title him to the reputation he "has acquired, that 

i of a consummate General. 

The Army occupied a very extended line; the 

I principal position crossed the roads, leading from 

Charleroi and Nivelles to Brussels, which join at 

J the farm of Mont St. Jean, presenting the. form 

' of a fork, of which the handle points along a 

part of the Forest of Soignie to Waterloo, a vil- 
lage about two miles in rear of the army. In 
reference to the action, the absolute centre of tky& 
allied position rested upon the road from Char- 
leroi, contiguous to a tree (B), remarkable from 
the Duke of Wellington and his staff having been 
frequently near it during the engagement 

The French Army occupied the heights running 
parallel in front of the position of the Allies, at 
a distance of twelve hundred and sbcty yards. 
The intervening ground gradually descends to the 
centre, which, from its unevenness, afforded a par- 
tial cover to the troops as they advanced. 

The scene in rear of this position, even beyond 
the wood of CaUois and Neuve Cout^, presents the 
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form of an amphitheatre. In the former stood a 
trigonometrical observatory, (since fallen,) which 
Napoleon is said to have ascended; but the asser- 
tion is unfounded. 

The strength of the French Army present at 
Waterloo, was upwards of seventy-eight thousand 
effective men, of which fifteen thousand were ca- 
valry. It was composed of the first and second 
corps of the Army, eight divisions. The sixth 
corps incomplete, wanting two divisions, with two 
divisions of the old, and one division of the young 
guard, formed the reserve. (8) The cavalry con- 
sisted of two corps, or four divisions of heavy 
dragoons, two of the guard, and three divisions of 
light cavalry attached to the different corps of in- 
fantry. 

The left of the first corps of infantry (N), com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Count d'Erlon, rested 
on La Belle Alliance, while its right extended to* 
wards Smohain. The artillery attached to this corps 
consisted of eighty pieces of cannon, including the 
reserve. The light cavalry (tt), also attached, was 
in the rear of the right flank. 

The second corps of infantry (O), commanded 
by Lieutenant-General Count Reille, had its right 
on La Belle Alliance, while the left was covered 
by the wood of the chateau of Gomont. The 
artillery of this corps amounted to upwards of sixty 
pieces of cannon. The division of light cavalry 
(zz) of this corps, was placed in observation at 
Mon-Plaisir. ,The two corps of heavy cavalry, of 
which two divisions (ss-rr), commanded by Lieu- 
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tenant-General Milhaut: two divisions (xx-yy), by 
Lieutenant-General Kellerrnan,^ were placed in the 
second line at equal distances. The sixth corps (P), 
commanded by Lieutenant-General Count de Lobau, 
with thirty pieces of cannon^ and the division of 
light cavalry (oe), was in reserve, in rear of the 
right wing, with the young guard (Q), under Lieu- 
tenant-General Duhesme, for the defence of Plan- 
cenois, which, from information obtained by an 
intercepted letter, was expected to be attacked by 
fifteen thousand Prussians. The old guard (R) was 
posted on the heights in rear of the second corps. 
The horse guards (e, f)y part on the right, the re- 
mainder on the left of the Charleroi road, the park 
of artillery of the guard in reserve, amounting to 
upwards of forty pieces of cannon, twelve-pounders^ 
occupied a position near the Maison du Roi, and 
the baggage of Napoleon remained at the farm of 
Cailliou (A). 

The Duke of Wellington, on the 11th of April, 
formed his army into two corps, with artillery at- 
tached to each. The fifth and sixth British divi- 
sions, with the contingent of Brunswick, formed 
the reserve. The first corps was commanded by 
His Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, the 
second by Lieutenant-General Lord Hill. The 
allied cavalry was under the orders of Lieutenant- 
General the Earl of Uxbridge (9). The different 
corps, concentmted on the field of battle, amounted 
to about fifty-three thousand infantry, and thirteen 
thousand cavalry, including artillery men, &c. &c., 
and those attached to a park of one hundred and 
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fifty, pieces of cannon. The different troops com- 
posing this Army, were as follow : — Thirteen thou- 
sand infantry, three thousand cavalry, and four 
brigades of artillery of the kingdom of the Nether* 
lands; six thousand infantry and cavalry, and two 
brigades of artillery, of the duchy of Brunswick; 
with three thousand infantry of the contingent of 
Nassau-Usingen. The British troops, including the 
Hanoverian and King's German legion, formed 
the greater proportion. 

The following was the position of the Allied 
Army at mid-day. The centre was principally under 
the orders of His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Orange. 

The right of the first division (A) British foot 
guards, commanded by Major-General Sir George 
Cooke, rested on the road leading from Nivelles^ 
having the chateau of Gomont a short distance in 
front of the right face. The third British division 
(B), under the command of Lieutenant*General 
Count Alten, extended from the left of the guards 
to the road leading from Cbarleroi, having the 
^rm of La Haie*Saiote, situated in a hollow, in 
front of the left face. Between the brigades of 
the third division was placed the contingent of Nas- 
sau-Usingen (g), under General Kruse; a part of 
the Brunswick troops (f), commanded by Major- 
G*eneral Olferman, with two brigades of artillery, 
and its caValry upon each flank, were posted in 
the first line with the royal guards; the remainder 
in reserve. The different batteries of the centre 
were placed according to the nature of the ground. 
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Lord Hill commanded the right wing; but hie 
corps (the second) was incomplete, a part being 
detached in observation on the road from Mons. 
In consequence, the third division (D) of the 
kingdom of the Netherlands, commanded by Lieu« 
tenant-General Baron Chass6, of the first corps, 
was placed under his Lordship's orders, and posted 
at Braine-la-Leud, Occupying the height (£) at the 
farm of Vieux-Foriez. To secure the right flank 
of the centre, the second British division, commanded 
by Lieutenant-Greneral Sir H, Clinton, with its 
artillery, and the fourth ^ brigade of the fourth divi- 
sion, were posted, en potence^ in rear of the right, 
upon a plateau (C) difiicult of access, being pro- 
tected by a ravine, which extends to Merbe-Braine. 
The natural strength of this position rendered any 
attempt, on the part of the enemy, to turn the right 
extremely hazardous. 

The left wing of the army was formed of two 
divisions. The fifth British division (G), com- 
manded by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton, 
and the tenth brigade (bb), detached from the sixth 
British division, extended ixom the main road of 
Charleroi, along the roads leading to Ohain and 
Wavre. Two brigades, forming a part of the se- 
cond division of the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
commanded by Lieutenant-General de Perpcfticher, 
were separated by a part of the fifth British divi- 
sion. The defence of Smohain, at the extreme left, 
was intrusted to Colonel, the Prince of Saxe-Wey*^ 
mar, commanding the second brigade, composed 
of the troops of Nassau, (in the service of the 
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King of the Netherlands). The artillery was 
ranged at equal distances, within the hedge of the 
Ohain road. 

The defence of La Haie-Sainte, an important 
position, and the key of the centre, was confided to 
the second brigade of the King's German legion, 
commanded by Colonel Ompteda, who caused the 
fJEirm and orchards to be occupied by the second 
battalion of light infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel 
Baring. 

The walls of the chateau of Gomont were loop- 
holed; and the grounds and orchards being divided 
and surrounded by high hedges, contributed in a 
great measure to strengthen this point. The defence 
of this most important position, the key of the 
right of the Allied Army, was intrusted to the first 
division of British guards. Three companies of 
the Coldstream regiment, under Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel McDonnell, forming part of the brigade of 
Major-General Sir J. Byng, were placed under cover 
in the chateau and garden, and successively rein- 
forced by four companies of the same regiment, 
and the four light companies of the division. These 
different detachments were led by Colonels Wood- 
ford and Hepbiirn, and Lieutenant-Colonels Home 
and Lord Saltoun. The four light companies,, 
supported by the first battalion of the second re- 
giment of Nassau, and one battalion of light in- 
fantry of the D6chy of Brunswick, occupied the 
wood and orchards. 

^ Between nine and ten o'clock on the morning 
of the eighteenth, the weather, proving more fat 




=^2?^ _^!^ .^J^^^ 



Emfrvfyeii nt JSmj^TZt . 



<^-^ 



THE BATTLE OF WATERLOO. 45 

vourable, Napoleon advanced towards the farm of 
Rossomme, and placed himself near it, on a hil- 
lock at the' edge of the main road, leading from 
Charleroi to Brussels (N 1), remarkable for its 
position and commanding view (10). It was from 
that height he continued to direct the different move- 
ments of his army, until three o'clock in the after- 
noon, having always four squadrons of his guard 
near him. 

At half past eleven o'clock in the morning, the 
tirailleurs of the first French division (O), under the 
command of Jerome Napoleon (11), commenced the 
attack on the wood of Gomont, at the same time 
that the advanced posts became engaged in firont of 
Papelotte. The first gun was fired from the plateau 
of Mont St. Jean by the brigade under Captain 
Cleeve, of the Kings German artillery, between the 
left of the division of the guards, and the right of 
Count Alten's division, when the cannonade became 
general. At mid-day the roar of the guns was tre- 
mendous ! Whilst on both sides two hundred mouths 
of fire vomited destruction into the firm and un-r 
daunted columns, the division of Jerome Napoleon 
advanced on Gomont. The intrepid voltigeurs 
quickly passed the ravine, and entered the wood ; but 
the defence was as obstinate as the attack was vi- 
gorous. Notwithstanding, the enemy gained ground. 
After a sanguinary contest of two hours, the advanced 
posts in the wood and adjoining field were obliged, 
by the impetuosity and superior number of the 
assailants, gradually to fall back, a part on the 
chateau, the remainder behind the hedge of the 

4 
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orchard, and, ulldamtdy, by tibe hollow roe^d «^hicb 
runs along it As jevery icich of groiMid y^w bmvaly 
disputed, the French perceived, when too late, tiutt 
a well directed fire tiirough the loop^ioles of the 
garden wall, masked by a hedge, had greatly kir 
creased tiieir loss; still they returned to the arttecii 
with redoubled 6iry, with the hope of carryir^ the 
chateau of Gotnon4;«^but in vai<i ! 

Although they succeeded in forcing the gate of the 
ferm yard, they were instantly repulsed by the 
bayonet; and tihis imporiant pgint, defended with 
heroic hiBvery^ was betd during the day, aotwkb* 
standing the chateau was in dames, and nearly sur- 
rounded by the enesiy (12). A part of the divisions 
of General Bachelu .and Foy, in supporting the right 
of tine division of Jerome Napoleon, upon the plain, 
suffered consideralldy by tbe tcontinual discharge .of 
grape shot from the afkanoed batteries of tbe cantve, 
wfaicfa reportedly dispersed them. Durixig this pe<- 
riiHl, the second brigade (F) of the second division <of 
tbedingAomofthe Ne&eclanda, wsas irjgorpusly .^M^ni 
FBpeaAeaUy attacked by the fourth division .wd^ 
LietdeBaDtHGenaial Durutte, and bravely mainteined 
tiae point of jmsotion by Frichermont and Smofa0ia. 

Kapokon aeeii^ that all efforts wene i^ifactml to 
carry the chateatt^afGomonti aj: the sftBie time that 
hi6;right iwti^ wa£ exposed to a ixiost destructive jSre 
from the Qppoate )halterie6, ord^ed (^ loprmidable a/t- 
taok against the left wing ^of tbe Allied Avmy^ m 
doubt with tiae double intention of ^Qtmog baok the 
left on the oentr^ jmd ef ^preventiog all ^i:ommW£^ 
tion with the Prusstans. 
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General Count d'Erlon, having formed a strong 
column (T) of a part of the second and third divi- 
sions of the first corps, led it on in person, under 
cover of eighty pieces of cannon : favoured by a deep 
ravine, he approached rapidly at the head of this 
column (iw), and crowned the heights. 

Although exposed to a galling fire, the enemy 
charged, without hesitation, the first brigade of thwe 
second division of the kingdom of the Netherlands, 
which, having deployed into line, in order to occupy 
more ground, could not resist this formidable mass, 
and fell back with considerable loss. It immediately 
rallied on the fifth battalion of militia, in reserve, 
and advanced. 

In the mean time, whilst the eighth British brigade 
(aa), commanded by Major-General Sir James Kempt, 
vigorously resisted this attack, the ninth British 
brigade (z), under the command of Major-General 
Sir Dennis Pack, charged the right flank of the 
column with the bayonet. This gallant charge of the 
Scotch, defeated the enemy, who had already pierced 
the line. The brave and ever to be lamented Sir 
Thomas Picton, so bdbvecJi, so venerated by the 
British Army, fell in the meridian of his glory in this 
sanguinary conflict — thus terminating a life eminently 
distinguished, and long devoted to the service of his 
country. 

The brigade of heavy cavsdry (cc), consisting of the 
royal dragoons, Scotdi ^ys, and Inniskilling's, 
commanded by Major-General Sir William Pon- 
sanby, rushed upon these re^ments, which had so 
daringly ^iidvanced, and put a considerable number 
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to the sword. The eagle& of the forty-fifth, and one 
hundred and fifth regiments, were taken by the 
Scotch greys, and InniskiUing s. The column being 
repulsed by the infantry and heavy cavalry, was 
charged on each flank by the brigades of light cavalry 
(dd), commanded by Major-General Sir J. Van- 
deleur, and that of Major-General Ghigny, forming 
a part of the division (o) of the kingdom of the 
Netherlands, under the command of Lieutenant*- 
General Baron Colaert. Upwards of two thousand 
men were made prisoners. The brave General 
Ponsonliy, at the head of his brigade, dispersed the 
enemy a second time in the low ground (n), and 
charging with unexampled intrepidity the batteries 
(o) on the right of the first French corps, sabered the 
gunners, and dismounted thirty pieces of cannon: 
but the cuirassiers, under Lieutenant-General Mil- 
haud, having advanced to the main road, to support 
the attack of the infantry under Count d'Erlon, 
which had proved unsuccessful, the brigade of 
Major-General Travere, on one side, and the fourth 
regiment of lancers, on the other, falling at once on 
those brave dragoons (p), who, unable to resist s6 
impetuous and so formidable an attack, were obliged 
to retire with considerable loss. The gallant General 
Ponsonby, having been dismounted, was killed by 
the lancers. 

Whilst this incomparable charge of the fallen 
Hero, and the reverses sustained by the infantry, had 
thrown the right wing of the French Army into con- 
fusion, fi desperate attack was directed against La 
Haie-Sainte. In this attempt, a long time unsuc- 
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cessfol, a brigade of the second French division was 
almost entirely destroyed; but immediately reinforced 
by a part of the first division, supported by the 
cuirassiers of Lieutenant*General Kellerman. Upon 
this occasion, the househokl brigade (k), under 
Lord £dward Somerset, made several brilliant and 
gallant charges in support of this importaiit post, 
defended with obstinacy, and protected by the artil- 
lery of the centre and left. 

The second battalion of the light infantry of the 
Kings German le^on^ after having expended its 
ammunitioD, defended this farm with the bayonet, 
but was at length obliged to retire, when La Haie* 
Sainte fell into the hands of the enemy. This adyaa** 
tage secured to him the means of concentrating, by 
degrees, his heavy masses of cavalry in a hollow, in 
rear of that ikrm (U), almost secure from the fipe of 
the artillery. 

From this moment commeoced the r^ieated 
charges of the cuirassiers, lancers, &c. q& the c^tre ; 
and a contest, -unexampled in the annals of war,, 
continued, without intermission, for three hours, every 
description offeree being amalgamated on the spot. 

At three o'clock in the afternoon. Napoleon moved 
forward the old guard to a position in rear of Lft 
Belle Alliance (8)^ and advanced himself to a hillock 
(No. 2.) similar in appearance to bis first position, on 
the side of the main road in advance of the guard 
After the disasters sustained by his right wing, he 
rode through tbe ranks, rallied and re-formed his 
broken troops, and re-animated them by his presence. 

He then ordered the artillery of General Nourri, 
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attecbed to the sixth corps, to replace the guns dis* 
mounted on ' the right of the line, when the ture from 
that point re-comoienced. 

At this moment, troops were perceived to debouch 
from the wood, called Bois de Paris, in rear of Fri- 
chermont, which Napoleon, on his return to the hil- 
lock (N 2), conceived to be the advanced guard of 
Marshal Grouchy. This report was quickly spread 
throughout the army, and communicated by General 
Lab^oy^re to the left wing, ineffectually employed 
against the chateau of Gomont : but far different ! the 
corps of Marshal Grouchy, composed of thirty-six 
thousand infantry and six thousand cavalry, was en- 
gaged at Wavre, with the third Prussian corps, under 
General Von Thielman. The fatal mistake was soon 
discovered. - The troops which were seen to debouch 
from the wood proved to be two regiments of 
Prussian dragoons, escorting their intrepid field 
marshal. This indefatigable warrior, impatient to 
await the arrival of his troops, had advanced to 
reconnoitre the ground. 

}t has never been explained why Napoleon ne- 
glected to guard the debouches of the wood : however, 
in making his dispositions of attack, this important 
point was evidently overlooked. 

The Count Lobau, with the sixth corps, supported 
by the young guard, was ordered to defend Plan- 
cenois to the last extremity. Part of the artillery of 
this, corps having been sent to the right of the French 
line, to occupy the position of the guns dismounted 
by t^e brigade of General Ponsonby, was replaced by 
that qfthe guard* The cavalry of General d'Aumont 
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Was Stationed upon a plain in front of the village. 
At three o'clock the eight regiments of the old foot 
guards were formed in squares (S) on both sides of 
the Charlerdi roftd. Four regiments of the horse 
guards, and all the heavy cavalry, advanced towards 
the plateau of Mont St Jean. 

The intention of Napoleon to break, if possible, 
the centre of the Allied Army, before the arrival of 
the Prussians, did not escape the vigilant and pene- 
trating eye of the British chief; who, finding his right 
in no way threatened, ordered, about three o'clock, 
the second division, under the command of Lieutenant- 
General Sir Heniy Clinton, with the artillery and 
fourth brigade of the fourth division, to advance to the 
support of the guards from the plateau above Merbt- 
Braine (C), towards the right of the centre (u) resting 
upon Gomont, the brigade of Major-General Adam 
to the left, and the brigades of Colonels Halkett and 
Diiplat, more to the right. A brigade of guns, 
attached to the division qf light cavalry, under 
Lieutenant-General Pir6, stationed at Mon-Plaisir, 
having advanced (j) to raze the wall of the garden of 
Gomont, was dislodged by the fourth British brigade, 
under Colonel Mitchell, supported by the cavalry of 
Brunswick. 

The third division of the kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, commanded by Lieutenant-General Chass6, 
marched from BraJne-la-Leud upon the centre. 

The first brigade, commanded by Colonel Det- 
mers, which had occupied the village, moved toward 
the plateau, lately occupied by the second division 
(C), at the same tinde that four battalions advanced in 
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9quarei being threatened by the enea^'s ce.vaby* A 
short time afterwards, the two battalions, which had 
received orders to remain in their first position, 
rejoined the division. The second brigade, under 
Major-General Daubrem^, which, with the artillery 
attached, had occupied the plateau above Braine4a* 
J^eud, at the farm of Vieux-Forie? (E), advanced by 
Merbe-Braine ; and the whole division took up^i at six 
o'clock^ a second position, in reserve^ along the road 
(w) leading from Nivelles. 

About this time the engi^gement became general. 
Xa Haie-Sainte having bllexi into the bands of the 
enemy, th^ heavy cavalry, ciiirassiers, carabini^^s, 
dragoons, aqd cavalry of the guard, rushed simul- 
taneously forward, and gained the plateau of the 
centre, with the evident and brave determination to 
afford each other support. 

From this moment the most diasporate and succes* 
^ve charges were made upon the squares of the Allien 
formed in echelon, some in advance, others a little to 
the rear, upon a declivity, graduafly descending from 
the crest of this position ; where, notwithstanding 
tjbiey were repeatedly attacked oa every side, and 
harassed wi&out intermission, they remained im- 
movable, presenting, with unshaken firmness, aa 
impenetrable bulwark to the violent shocks of the 
daring and intrepid cuirassiers; whose broken squa* 
drons, although frequently charged by the allied 
cavalry, re-formed with unexampled quiekness, and 
returned to the assault. 

The engagement, at this time^ assumed a most 
serious a3pect. TJbe enemy's cavalry, rushing on 
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with kicreftsidg impetoosityi amoudtifig ahnost to 
pbrensy^ obliged the gunners and men atlacbed to the 
artillery of the centre, to retire, for temporary pro- 
lection, into the squares, \vhilst they ferioosly passed 
through the intermediate spaces. Four times were 
the guns taken and retaken J when our vigilant artillery^ 
men quickly re^ssumed their posts, aind, with a 
well directed fire^ assisted in the overthrow of these 
retreating squadrons. 

In many instances, individuals left theh* ranks, and 
rode round the squares, with the intention of drawing 
the fire on themsdves, to enable the ca^ry to charge 
with a greater probability of success. To enumerate 
the many proofs of cool indifference to life (13), 
among the dauntless cuirassiers, is impossible: how« 
ever^ the following circumstance, vl^hich occurred, 
will give the reader an idea of their unexampled 
intrepidity. 

After the thirtieth and seventy-third regiments had 
sustained several charges of the cuirassiers, the 
officer in command, finding every attempt to break 
tliem had proved unsuccessful, resorted to finesse, 
and riding up to the front of the square, made an offer 
of his sword to Major-General Sh* Colin Halkett 
One of the staff immediately near him, observed that 
he wished to surrender; but far different was the 
opinion of the General, who bad before experienced 
this ruse de guerre. General Halkett rebutted with 
silent indifference this unworthy stratagem, which 
so confounded and enraged his wily antagonist, that 
he once more called on to the charge his disappointed 
band; but no efforts could shake the stea<fy eonfi- 
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dence in their General^ which inspired our men to 
re|)el this attack. 

During these, moments of extreme anxiety and 
incertitude, the Duke of Wellington, the Prince of 
Orange, the Earl of Uxbridge, Lord Hill, and many 
other distinguished officers, shewing themselves 
wherever the attack was most violent, animated the 
soldiers by their example, established confidence, and 
assisted to re-form the squares, considerably weaken- 
ed by the destructive fire to which they were ex- 
posed ; and frequently, by leading different regiments 
to the charge, contributed, in every degree, to the 
success of the day. 

The household brigade, under Lord Edward So* 
roerset, covered itself with glory : in one of the many 
brilliant charges it made, the cuirassiers were com- 
pletely overthrown, and many driven headlong over 
a height (B), into a sand-pit on the main road, lead- 
ing from Charleroi. 

The carabiniers of the kingdom of the Netherlands,, 
under the command of Baron 1 np, forced the euiras- 
siers, in several charges, to retire into ,the hollow in 
rear of La Haie-Sainte (U). The light cavalry of the 
centre being frequently opposed to some of the chosen 
brigades of heavy dragoons, gave duch proofs of 
heroism and ability, as are seldom to be met with. 
In returning from a charge at the head of his bri- 
gade (r) of the kingdom of the Netherlands, the brave 
General Van Merle was killed (14). 

The squares of the Briti^ guards, under Generals 
Maitland and Bypg, presented an impenetrable ram- 
part pf bayonets; their destructive file-firing dismay- 
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td, and caused the utmost disorder in the superb ranks 
of the horse, grenadiers and carabiniers, by whom they 
were principally charged. General Cooke command- 
ing this gallant division, lost bis arm. 

The courage and firmness of the other troops of 
the centre were not less conspicuous, nor less to be 
admired, than that of the guards. The third division, 
commanded by Lieutenant- General Count Alten/ 
(who was afterwards- severely wounded,) being much 
exposed, from the nature of the position it occupied, 
was repeatedly charged. The square formed by the 
thirtieth and seventy-third British regiments^ some- 
what in advance, immediately under the command, 
and forming a part of the brigade of Major-General 
Sir Colin Halkett, was charged eleven times by the 
lancers of the guard and cuirassiers (15). 

It is not difficult to judge, from the foregoing cir- 
cumstances, the degree of rage and ungovernable fury 
which animated their attacks, and led, after a close 
combat of three hours, to no one result, but a horrible 
and bloody carnage ! 

The omnipotent and just hand of Providence for- 
sook not, for a moment, her favourite Chief: ever 
present where the danger was most imminent, or 
where the battle raged with the greatest fury, he 
was preserved, notwithstanding the principal part 
of his staff was either killed, or wounded — preserved, 
not only to the wishes of his grateful Country) but 
of Europe, in whose cause he has always been 
triumphant ! 

In the mean-time, a part of the fourth Prussian 
corpsy under the command of lieutenant-General 
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Cooot Buk>w, approached by Lasne, after having 
surmouoted the gireatest difficulties in passing the 
defiles of St Lambert 

Between four and five o'clock in the afternoon, 
the fifteenth brigade, under General Von Losdiin, 
and the second r^ment of Silesian hussarsi with 
4 battery. of twelve pounders, were advancing by 
t|ie wood of Paris. The sixteenth brigade, und^-^ 
Colonel Von Hiller, followed immediately after with 
the artillery of reserve, and all the cavalry, un« 
der the orders of His Royal Highness, Prince 
William of Prussia. Marshal Blucher, without 
awaitbg bis reinforcements, determined to attack 
the enemy, and therefore ordered these two bri- 
gades to debouch from the wood, the fifteenth 
by the left, the sixteenth to the right 

The eighteenth r^ment of the line, and the 
third re^ment of the militia of Silesia, were de- 
tached at Frichermont to keep open a communi* 
cation with the left of the Allied Army. 

The French turned some guns (N) against the 
Prussians, but no affair of moment took place 
there.. Marshal Blucher having reconnoitered the 
position of the enemy, resolved that his first and 
principal attack should be made against the re- 
serve; in consequence, he ordered General Bulow 
to advance on the plateau (K) in firont of Plan* 
cenob, with the greater part of the cavalry. 
. The fourth corps (L), then formed between the 
wood of Ranson and the chateau Of Frichec- 
pcumt, being joined, almost immediately, by the 
thirteenth bri^q, under Lieutenant«Qeneml Voa 
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Hacke^ and the fourteenth brigade, under Major- 
General Von Ryssel, from which they had been 
for a short time detached, received orders to move 
to the attack of the village of. Plancenois (M), 
which General Count Lobau, with the sixth corps, 
supported by the young guard, defended with great 
obstinacy, notwithstanding his corps was few in 
number. That village was taken and retaken 
twice ; and although the efforts of the fourth Prus- 
sian corps were unremitted, they frequently proved 
ineffectual. Count d'Erlon having rallied a brigade 
of his first corps, supported the left of the sixth, and 
advanced with the intention to separate the two 
armies, and, if possible, prevent all communication 
with the Duke of Wellington. 

Napoleon had already sent four regiments of the 
young guard, under General Duhesme, to support 
the right of the siifcth corps, which the sixteenth 
Prussian brigade had frequently attempted to turn, 
when they succeeded in entering the village a second 
time, and retook the churchyard, which was occu* 
pied by the fifteenth regiment of the line, and the 
first regiment of the militia of Silesia. Two bat- 
talions of the old guard were a^n sent from 
their position in tw of La Belle Alliance (S), 
to support the young guard, at the same time tiiat 
the famous battery of twelve-pounders of the for- 
nier Received orders to advance and fire over the 
viUi^, to hdid the Prussians in check ; by which 
movement, a partial success was obtained, and 
every possible exertion was necessary to be used, 
to enable them to maintain their position. 
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The second and eighth regiments of Prussian 
hussars vigorously repulsed the attacks of some 
light cavalry of the first and sixth corps. The 
fifth brigade, and two battalions of the "second 
corps having arrived, under the command of Lieu-^ 
tenant-General Pirch, moved to the right of the 
village (M). This reinforcement enabled the Prus- 
sians to renew the attack with their usual ardour 
and intrepidity. 

Napoleon still persisted in ordering his troops 
to advance, notwithstanding he knew his reserve 
had not only been attacked, but was placed in a 
most dangerous and untenable position; his retreat, 
in case of failure, almost certain of being cut off; 
and the arrival of Marshal Grouchy extremely doubt- 
ful. — Although Marshal Ney, and many of his 
most experienced Generals, considered the fortune of 
the day more than compromised, every attack hav- 
ing proved unsuccessful, he continued obstinately 
blind, impressed with the feeling that victory was 
yet within his grasp, and that success would ultimate- 
ly crown his efforts. About seven o'clock in the 
afternoon, he ordered four regiments of his guards 
to advance towards Mont St. Jean, and moved him- 
self with the entire staff of his army (N 3) to the 
hollow road which intersects the rising ground, or 
plateau, in front of La Haie-Sainte. 

Four batteries of the artillery of the guard were 
in position on his right and left ; but not finding the 
fire to have sufficient effect, he dismounted, and as- 
cending the height, pointed several guns himself (16). 
A battery, which had been previously posted in ad- 
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vance of the gardens of La Haie-Sainte, caused great 
destruction in the third British division, in position 
but a short distance from it ( 1 7). 

. Seeing the greater part of his cavalry fatally en- 
gaged upon the plateau occupied by the British 
guards and Count Alten's division, he ordered Mar- 
shal. Ney, at the head of the third and fourth regi- 
mients of chasseurs, and the third and fourth regi- 
ments of grenadiers of the old guard, to make a 
fourth attack upon the centre. This column of 
veterans advanced to the support of the cuirassiers, 
whose broken squadrons, as they successively return- 
ed . from the charge, re-formed in the hollow in rear 
of La Haie-Sainte (U). . . 

The Duke of Wellington being informed of the 
progress of Count Bulow, and of the advance of the 
first Prussian corps, under Lieutenant-General Von 
Ziethen, made every necessary disposition . to repel 
this formidable attack, and avail hiniself of the first 
favourable moment to act offensively along his whole 
line. The different brigades continued, to occupy 
the same positions, excepting some battalions of the 
Duchy of Brunswick, which moved upon La Haie- 
Sainte. These brave troops, during the contest^ am- 
ply avenged the death of their gallatit. and illustrious 
Duke. 

. About half past seven o'clock in the evening, the 
middle guard advanced in column, left in front, with 
supported arms and drums i beating, evincing the 
most unparalleled coolness, and deploying as it ap- 
proached (v.v.v^v.) the British position, opened to 
the view two guns between each interval, and 
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opon (he flanks of the battalions, which were seve^ 
rally loaded with grape. Cool, and undismayed, the 
allied troops awaited the assault of this formidable 
bandy when a dreadful and destructive fire of grape 
and musketry commenced the work of death on both 
sides. The Prince of Orange, yielding to the natu- 
ral impetuosity of youth, placed himself at the head 
of the first regiment of Nassau-Usii^n, and, whilst 
bravely leading it on to the charge, unfortunately re- 
ceived a wound by a musket ball, which, passing 
through die left shoulder, obliged him to quit the 
field. It is unnecessary to make any comment on the 
conduct of His Royal Highness durii^ that memo- 
rable day. The nation over which he is diestined 
to reign, and the troops who witnessed his gallantry, 
will bear ample testimony to posterity of his worth. 

The third divisbn of the kingdom of the Nether- 
lands, under the coommnd of Lieutenant-General 
Chass^, which had taken up a second position, in 
reserve, at six o clock, upon the Charleroi road, 
advanced most opportunely with a light brigade 
of guns (w\ under Major Van der Smissen, to tbe 
support of the third British division, tlien warmly 
engaged with the imperial guards, to whose defeat 
it materially contributed. The attack of the moyenne 
garde having equally failed at all points, the battery 
before mentioned (rv), and that of Captain Napier 
(or), made dreadful havoc in their columns ; Marshal 
Ney had his hcrse shot under him, General Mi-> 
cbel was killed, and General Friant wounded. Asto- 
nished by a resistance so unexpected, and seeing 
their ranks materially thinned by the dreadfoi fire 
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to which they were exposed^ tfaey wavered, but r&» 
tired not — when the intrepid Wellington^ observing 
their hesitation, ordered the line to advanee, and^ 
rushing on with the bayonet^ swept the field before 
hixn. 

The brigades of cavalry, und^ Major-Gemerals 
Vandelcar and Vivian^ having moved from tb^ 
left of the army to the extreme . right, charged tb^ 
^leqiy in flank, whilst the allied cavalry advanced 
to the front, through the intervab of the squares. 
Although the French guards were repulsed, they i 

retired a short distance in order ; but being closely 
pursued by the in&ntry and cayalry, were ulticnately 
thrown into the greatest confusion. 

At the same time that the ordaards and wood 
of Gomont were retaken, and tite. attack iq)on tba 
chateau of Gomont abandoned, La Haie-Saxote was 
reoccupied by the allied troops. The first Prussian 
corps, commanded by lieutenant^General Yoa Zie* 
then (H\ having arrived by Ohain, formed a jmic* 
tion» about eight o'clock at night, with the extreme 
left of the army, and, in concert with the troops of 
Nassau- U^i^en, drove the enemy from Smoham and 
Papelotte, and advanced with the utmost rapidity 
upon Ia Belle Alliance; while the Prussian cavaby, 
under General Von Roeder, who had succeeded in ' 
turning the right flank of the enemy, closdy pursued, 
and harassed him in his repeat 

The roar of cannon in the rear at Plancenois, 
the cavalry panic-struck, or destroyed, the middle 
guard defeated, and the survivors flying in diaor- 
der, altogether contributed to spread terror and con- 
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fusion throughout the French army. Although the 
victory was decided in the centre, the sixth corps, 
supported by the young, and two battalions of die 
old guard, still continued to defend Plancenois, witii 
the solitary hope of securing the retreat 

The first corps of the . Prussian army having 
formed a junction with the right of the corps al- 
ready engaged, Prince Blucher caused a third and 
decisive attack to be made on the French posi- 
tion, in order to cut off that part of the army which 
defended it. The sixteenth brigade, having suc- 
ceeded in turning the village, the other brigades rush- 
ed on with such impetuosity, that further resistance 
was impossible. . . 

The Prussian army having driven back the reserve 
of the enemy, forced it to retire towards the Char- 
leroi road, where it came in contact with the left 
wing, already in the greatest disorder, and in full re- 
treat,' and crowned its success by a ^ prompt and vi- 
gorous pursuit. . During this period. Napoleon re- 
tired on La Belle Alliance, and ordered four regi- 
ments of the old guard, which had not been previous- 
ly engaged, to cover his retreat ; but the attempt was 
vain, against troops flushed with victory, who had al- 
ready resisted the powerful efforts of nearly the en- 
tire of his forces. Notwithstanding their defence 
was desperate, and their, retreat well conducted, over- 
powered by numbers, and obliged to retire, they were 
almost entirely destroyed. . . 

Those who escaped, having formed themselves into 
two. squares (A), near Rossomme, Napolieoh threw 
himself for protection into . the second ; when the 
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first, being much pressed by the fugitives, was charged 
by a regiment of British cavalry, and nearly annihir 
lated. One general cry was heard, " Satwons VAir 
gle ;" when the soldiers having formed a group round 
the standard-bearer, succeeded in carrying it off, fa- 
voured by the decline of the day. The division of 
General Pir6, and all the light cavalry, had been 
posted in the rear, to assist in covering the retreat of 
the army, and rally, if possible, the flying troops ; 
but, unable to stem the torrent, it soon participated in 
that flight which it was intended to suppress. All 
the material was abandoned — his army had ceased to 
exist. Nothing remained but a confused, unorga- 
nised mass, which rushed with terrified impetuosity 
towards the hamlet of the M aison du Roi, with tfie 
hope of gaining Genappe. Two hundred pieces of 
cannon, an immense number of prisoners, among 
whom were many general oflicers, fell into the hands 
of the victorious army. 

JVlarshal Blucher ordered all his cavsdry, under 
General Gneysenau, to advance, who pursued the 
enemy firom one bivouac to another : the darkness 
of the night, and the encumbrances of the road, 
alone prevented their totiai destruction. Many more 
prisoners, sixty pieces of cannon, and the carriage 
and equipages of Napoleon, taken upoa the road 
to, and at Genappe, added to the trophies of that 
memorable day ! 

. Napdeon, amidst the confusion and disorder which 
existed, followed by a part of his staff*, succeeded in 
making his '^escape, and repassed the Sambre at Char- 
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leroi, on the nineteeath of June, at four o'clock in 
the morning (18). 

Whilst the Prussian troops were occupied in pur- 
suit of the French, the Ai^lo-allied Army remained 
upon the field of battle, and fulfilled the painfol, 
yet gratifying task, of administering to the ease and 
comfort of the wounded of both armies. 

To give an account, or even a partial idea, of the 
loss of the French Army, is totally impossible : the 
wreck which every where presented itself to the eye 
qn the morning of the nineteenth, formed a omss of 
destruction so horrible, and extended, that human 
nature even now shudders to contemplate. 

The loss of the Anglo*allied Army has been esti-^ 
mftted at from fifteen to twenty thousand men, and 
that of the Prussians at three thousand (19)- 

Thus terminated the battle of Waterloo, ever 
memorable in the annals of the world. 

Peace to the manes of the brave ! and glory to 
the surviving heroes who ooaintained the sacred 
cause of freedom and of Europe ! 

Whilst the events of that momentous day are firesb 
in our recollection, and our minds are carried back 
to a remembrance of the painfiil anxie^ with which 
every feeling heart was possessed for the fate of those 
brave men, whose lives were at issue to insure the 
repose and safety of another land, where a virtuous 
and wise Monarch reigns, Protector of a free and 
independent constitution, the best bulwark of a Na- 
tion's rights; let us not forget the meed of praise 
which is justly due to the inhabitants of Brussels^ 
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and of every city and village throughout the kingdom 
of the Netherlands, to which the wounded strangers 
were conveyed, but more particularly to the kind and 
sympathizing Fair, whose unremitted attentions, and 
modest benevolence, can never be obliterated from 
the breasts of those who experienced their hos- 
pitality — whose sufferings were solaced by their 
hand. 
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(*) The most Illustrious and Most Noble Lord Arthur, Duke, 
Marquess, and Earl of Wellington, of Wellington, Marquess of 
Douro, in Somerset, Viscount Wellington of Talavera and Wel- 
lington, and Baron Douro of Wellesley in the said County of 
Somerset ; a Member of His Majesty's Most Honourable Privy 
Council in Great Britain and Ireland; Field Marshal of His 
Armies, Colonel of the Royal Regiment of Horse Guards (Blue) ; 
Knight of the Most Noble Order of the Garter, Knight Grand 
Cross of the Most Honourable Military Order of the Bath, and 
Commander-in-Chief of the Cautionary Army in France ; Prince 
of Waterloo, and a Field-Marshal in the Netherlands ; Duke of 
Ciudad-Rodrigo, Grandee of Spain, of the First Class, an J 
Captain-General of the Kingdom of Spain ; Duke of Vittoria, 
Marquess of Torres- Vedras, Count of Vimeira, and Marshal- 
General in Portugal ; Knight of the Most Illustrious Order of the 
Golden Fleece ; Knight of the Spanish Military Order of Saint 
Ferdinand ; Knight Grand Cross of the Imperial Military Order 
of Maria Theresa ; Knight Grand Cross of the Imperial Order of 
Saint George of Russia; Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Holy Ghost of France ; Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the 
Black Eagle of Russia; Knight Grand Cross of the Portuguese 
Royal and Military Order of the Tower and Sword ; Knight 
Grand Cross of the Royal and Military Order of the Sword of 
Sweden; Knight Grand Cross of the Order of the Elephant of 
Denmark ; Knight Grand Cross of the Saxon Order of the Crown 
of Rue ; Knight Grand Cross of the Royal and Military Order of 
William of the Netherlands ; Knight Grand Cross of the Anunciade 
of Sardinia; of Maximilian Joseph of Bavaria; and of the Order 
of Fidelity of the Grand Duchy of Baden, &c. &c. Doctor of 
Civil Laws, &c. &c. 
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His Grace is brother to the Most Noble the Marquess of 
Wellesley ; was bom in Ireland, May the Ist, 1769» and elevated 
to the Peerage for his important victories obtained over the French 
armies in the Peninsula; for which his Grace, the Oflkers, and 
men, under his command, received the thanks of the Cortes of 
Spain, who conferred upon him the honours before mentioned, 
and which have been since confirmed by Ferdinand the Seventh, 
King of Spun. His Grace has also received the repeated thanks 
of both Houses of Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; but particularly on the €3d of June, 1815, 
for his most glorious and decisive victories obtained over the 
French armies in the Netherlands, commanded by Marshal Ney, 
at Quatre-Bras, on the l6th of June, and by Napoleon Bonaparte 
at Waterloo, on the memorable 1 8th of June following, anno 
Domini 1815. 

(1) Some peasants, who remained during the action in the 
village, stated to me, that it was taken, and retaken, four different 
times; both parties fighting with such inveteracy, that those 
whose arms were destroyed, closed with their antagonists, resorting 
to every possible exertion of which personal prowess is capable, to 
prove the conflict fatal. 

Quarter was scarcely given on either side. In the southern 
tower of the castle of Ligny is a vaulted apartment to which there 
is no visible entrance, but by an aperture from above : into this 
place the French threw several wounded Prussians, and fired upon 
them through this opening. Inhuman as this act must appear, 
the feeling mind will review each scene of bloodshed with addi- 
tional horror, when it is known that the French were by no means 
singular in evincing their hatred, and that such merciless revenge 
was prompted by a spirit of retaliation ; yet, notwithstanding their 
deadly animosity to each other, there have been instances worthy 
of record, when the nobler passions predominated : one of which I 
am happy to relate. 

Immediately previous to the capture of Ligny, a Prussian 
officer, stationed at the farm of Dupont, in that village, being 
attacked by a party of French tirailleurs, defended it with such 
bravery, that he alone survived when the enemy succeeded in 
forcing the gate of the farm-yard. Aware of the fate. which he 
considered would inevitably await him, should he fall into the 
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hands of the French soldiers, and availing himself of the only pkce 
of refuge which presented itself at the moment, he quickly 
descended into a well, but not unobserved by his watchful oppo- 
nent in command, who addressed him to the following effect : — 
f ' Come up, brave soldier, you have done your duty ; and if any 
individual here is dastardly enough to attempt your life, he shall 
only succeed when I have ceased to exist/' 

Previous to the commencement of the action. Napoleon left the 
mill of Fleurus, at which place he made every necessary arrange- 
ment for the approaching contest, and advanced to a Roman tomb 
upon the plain, accompanied by his staff, and a land surveyor 
named Simon, whom he had fixed on for a guide. 

From this point the first gun was fired, as a signal for the 
general attack. 

During the engagement, the position of head quarters was 
much exposed to the fire from the Prussian artillery on the 
heights. Simon, unused to such perilous surveys, was induced 
to dismount, with the hope of greater safety; which Napoleon 
perceiving, thus observed: " I think, sir, you seem alarmed — 
dissipate your fears — nothing can hurt you as long as you remain 
close to me.*' 

: (2) '' En Potekce," is a term in tactics, and used when either 
wing of an army is thrown back, receding from tho line direct, 
and forming an angle upon the right or left centre. 
. (3) It was to the front and right of this mill, in the fork of the 
cart road, branching off to the castle and village of Ligny^ that 
Marshal Blucher, having had his horse shot under him in heading 
a charge of cavalry, remained, without being recognised, in the 
power of the enemy, but was retaken immediately afterward. 

His Highness suffered considerably by the bruises he received 
from the contending parties, who frequently rode over him during 
the contest. 

(4) Plateau, the table or summit of a hill or rising ground. 

Marshal Blucher was again attacked in this bivouac by the 
fourth corps, under General Girard, when he lost twenty-f«ur 
pieces of cannon, and had a considerable number of men made 
prisoners. This unexpected movement, on the part of the French 
army, decided the Marshal to commence his retreat upon Wavre 
sooner than he had at first contemplated. 
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(5) Fabius Maximus, one of the greatest Captatas of ancient 
Borne, was five times elevated to the dignity of Consul, and ob« 
tained, from his extraordinary merits, extreme prudence, and 
superior judgment, the title of the Shield of Rome. Hannibal* 
who was deservedly considered one of the first Generals of the day, 
notwithstanding the splendid victory he obtained at Cannes, over 
the Roman army under Varron, declined advancing upon Rome, 
defended by the remains of that very army which he had almost an- 
nihilated, in consequence of its having been placed under Fabius, 
to whose skill and abilities he was by no means a stranger. His 
procrastinating mode of warfare fatigued and dispirited the army 
of Hannibal, as Fabius always avoided to give battle, or sacrifice 
the lives of hb soldiers^ unless certain of victory. 

The pre-eminent qualities of the modern Fabius are by no 
means confined in similarity to^hose of the ancient. 

The young Scipio, contemporary of Fabius, was named Pro- 
Consul at the early age of twenty-four years ; at which time he 
assumed, upon the death of his uncles, the command of the 
army in Spain; and by his virtues, consummate skill, and the 
superiority of his manoeuvres, re-conquered that country, and 
obtained for himself and his army the love and afiection 
of the people. He was afterwards elevated to the dignity of 
Consul, as a reward for his wisdom and transcendent talents; 
and ultimately, after displaying the most profound and inex- 
haustible resources in the art of war, he defeated Hannibal 
on the field of Zama, obliging that General and the Senate 
of Carthage to sue for peace upon any terms which the Ro- 
mans might think it prudent to grant them. 

(6) The Duke of Wellington having shewn a part of his 
army in order of battle on the morning of the seventeenth, 
ordered, about eleven o'clock, the troops to retire by the roads 
of Genappe and Nivelles, and the third British division, under 
Lieu tenant-General Count Alten, to cover this movement. In 
consequence, this division fell back on Quatre-Bras from the posi- 
tion it had occupied during the night, in advance of the field 
of battle, upon, the Charleroi road, and re-advanced in the 
direction of Namur, as far as the Cabaret called Le Parar 
dis, in the village of Thyle, in front of the right of the 
French position. This admirable manccuvre completely de- 
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oeived Marshal Ney, who threw back the right wing of his 
army upon' the wood pf Delhutte, in order to be prepared to 
repel this attack, at the same time that he expected his left wing to 
be engaged by a force which he fancied lay Concealed in the wood 
of Bossu. — On the contrary, the third division having occupied the 
village for an hour, defiled to the rear of Le Paradis, in the direc-* 
tion of Genappe, covered by the houses and adjoining wood ; nor 
did Marshal Ney discover, for some time, the error into which he 
had fallen. 

Some partial skirmishing took place between the advanced 
posts in front of the left of the Allied position, at an early 
hoar in the morning, and immediately previous to the contem- , 
plated retreat upon Waterloo. 

(7) During the retreat through Genappe, the covering squa« 
dron of the Seventh Hussars, under the command of Major 
Hodge of the same regiment, particularly signalized itself* It 
was formed opposite the Hotel Roi d'Espagne, when a regi- 
ment of French lancers entered that village. The landlord, 
who was conversing with Major Hodge and another officer, ob^ 
served — '* Gentlemen, you had better retire;" to which the 
gallant Major replied — ^^ We do not fear them ;'* and instant- 
ly charging, drove them back. Notwithstanding the repeated 
defeats which the enemy experienced, he returned to the at- 
tack with fresh troops, which still failed to make any attempt 
on these brave men — but some flanking squadrons having pass- 
ed the bridge at Wais, to his left, and the Ford * of the 
Dyle at Vieux-Genappe, to the right, he was obliged to re- 
tire a short distance, but not until his gallant party had sabered 
a considerable number of the lancers, among whom was the 
Colonel, who lost his arm. 

Having re-formed his squadron opposite the post-house at 
the other side of the village, he i^ain awaited the lancers; 
but opening to the right and left as they approached him, 
he found himself attacked by a squadron of cuirassiers, whose 

* It has been asserted that there is a bridge over the Dyle at Vieux-Geoappe 
— ^a temporary one exists, which is only used by the inhabitiuits at har- 
vest time. The width of the river is not more than six feet, and from 
one foot and an half to three feet in depth. 



74 BXPLANATORT MOTES. 

powerful horses and heavy armour rendered him ' perfectly in- 
competent to withstand them. 

This brave and distinguished o6ker fell, covered with wounds, 
as also several of his men, in this heroic but unequal contest 

It was at this moment that a squadron of the life guards, 
led on by Major Kelly, made that splendid and heroic charge 
which obtained for him, upoi> the field, the particular and imme- 
diate thanks of the Earl of Uxbridge, and has given to that 
branch of the army the reputation it so deservedly merits.— 'Ma- 
jor Kelly personally engaged the officer commanding the squa- 
dron, and slew him. 

General Duhesme, who commanded the young guard,- was 
inhumanly sabered by an advanced party of the Prussians, 
on the night of the 18th of June,' when standing at the 
door of the Hotel Roi dTspagne, in #hich numerous cuts; 
are still to be seen. 

General Count Lobau, who commanded the sixth French 
corps, in reserve, was made prisoner on the confines of the 
village. 

It was here also that the great Wellington and the venerable 
warrior Blucher accidentally met on the 18th, at half past 
ten o'clock at night, after the glorious termination of the day, 
and not at La Belle Alliance, as has been erroneously 
stated. 



(8) The high reputation which the late French Imperial 
Guards, (styled '* Invincibles") held in Europe, during the cam- 
paigns in Egypt, Germany, Russia, the Peninsula, and at 
Waterloo, has induced me to give the following note upon the 
internal economy and organization of that force, and the dis« 
tinctions which existed between the respective corps of 
which it was composed, under the late dynasty. 
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FRENCH IMPERIAL GUARD. 

Notwithstanding the four regiments of each arm, both the chas- 
seurs and the grenadiers^ were always styled the old guard, yet 
the title of motekne, o^ middle guard, was given to the 
third and fourth regiments of each arm, because the soldiers 
of the first and second regiments were required to have served 
TEK years, and those of the third and fourth, six years, be- 
fore they entered into that service. The pay also differed in 
proportion, but did not affect the officers and uon-commiv 
sioned officers of the old and middle guard. The imperial 
guard, by a succession of different circumstances, was latter- 
ly not only considerably reduced in numbers, but experienced 
a material change in the organization. 



THE OLD GUARD— INFANTRY. 

In 1812, the old guard, besides a numerous staff, was com- 
posed of thirty-five regiments of infantry ; of which, thirteen 
regiments, called tirailleurs, and the same number voltigeurs, 
formed what was denominated the young guard. There • was 
also attached to the guard, a regiment of Pufilles, or Or- 
phans *. 

All the regiments were composed of eight companies, form- 
ed in two battalion^ of eight hundred men each. The guard 
had also two regiments of foot artillery; the one attached to 
the old, the other to the young guard ; and a corps of ma- 
riners, composed of eight companies. 



CAVALRY OF THE GUARD. 

The cavalry consisted of a regiment of horse grenadiers, 

* This regiment, and the second regiment of red lancers, were Dutch; 
the first was styled Pufilles, in consequence of its being formed by 
ydnths taken from the jnpban bouses in Holland. 
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one of dragoons, one oi light dragoons*, two of lancers, a 
squadron of Mamelakes, four squadrons of Gendarmes d'Elite, 
a regiment of horse artillery, and two regiments of th^ train 
attached, with a park of from forty to fifty pieces of cannon, 
tweWe pounders, independent of some pieces, eight poun- 
ders, attached to the corps. 

When Napoleon was forced to quit France for the Island 
of Elba, about eight hundred men followed him, under the 
command of General Cambrone; the remainder, who survived 
the campaigns of 1813 and 1814, were dismissed, or placed 
in regiments of the line, by Louis XVIII., who did not re- 
tain in his service more than two thousand six hundred men 
of each arm, which were named the royal corps of chasseurs and 
grenadiers of France. 



THE OLD GUARD RE-ORGANIZED. 

On the return of Napoleon from the Island of Elba, he 
ordered the old guard to be reorganized, and formed upon 
these two corps, which were then increased to four regiments of 
chasseurs, and four of grenadiers a pied, as before mentioned. 
The eight companies of both regiments were to have been com- 
posed of two hundred men each, but there was not sufficient time 
to complete the third and fourth regiments ; indeed, many men of 
the latter had no other uniform, at the battle of Waterloo, than 
a great coat and a foraging cap. 

The eight hundred men who returned from the Island of 
Elba, formed the cadre, or four companies of officers and 
non-commissioned officers of the guard, who were placed at the 
head of the first and second battalions of the first regiments of 
grenadiers and chasseurs. All these soldiers were decorated with 
the cross of the legion of honour t* 

* This regiment was the most aucient of tbe gvardj it was formed in 
Egypt, under Napoleon. 

t £?ery soldier who had obtained the deoontion of the legion of 
honour* received a pension of two hundred and fifty francs a year» and 
became a member of the electoral college of the dutrict in which h» 
was quartered. 
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There was but one eagle for each arm ; one for the fonr regi* 
ments of grenadiers, and one for the four regiments of chasseurs. 

The guards, but particularly the old guard, enjoyed many >ad- 
vantages^ not only in respect to rank, but pay. The staff was ex- 
tremely numerous. To be Colonel in chief of a regiment^ it 
waa necessary to have the rank of General of division, and the 
Major commapdant, that of General of brigade. An officer, on 
entering the guards from the line, served regimentally one step 
below that which he held in the army ; a Captain as first Lieute* 
nant, and so throughout the officers. A Serjeant fram the line 
served as a private soldier in the old guard, but was always ad- 
vanced as opportunity offered. It was, in general, recruited 
from the line by deserving men, and those who had seen the 
most service. Independent of the honour of being in that 
branch of the army, it was preferable to any other. The 
old guard was alone intended for the personal safety of the 
Emperor; it could not receive orders except from the imme- 
diate officers of the corps, and those attached to the imperial 
household ; nor was it obliged to report or explain any cir- 
cumstance which might occur, but to such authorities. 

Besides the indemnity for lodgings, half the expiense of clo- 
thing, &t. the officers received every year, on the fifteenth 
of August, called Napoleon's month, a gratuity of one 
month's pay ; besides which, almost all the officers, and some 
of the men; received dotations either in money or land, which- 
ever they preferred. Every soldier of the first regiment of each 
arm had 20 sols, of the second l6, and of the third and fourth 
re^ments 14 sols per day. The cavalry was subject to the s^me 
regulations, and paid accorc^ingly. The grenadiers and chas- 
seurs had the same clothing ; they both wore large bearskin 
caps ; and those of the former were only distinguished by a brass 
plate in front, on which the imperial eagle was impressed. 



THE YOUNG GUARD. 

The troops which composed the young guard were ^disttn^ 
^fuished by the denomination of . voliigeurs and tirailleurs of 
2 
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tbe guard. — Tlie former were attached to the chaMeurs, the 
latter to the greoadiers. 

On the reCuro of Napoleon, k was his intention to have re- 
orgsniaed six regiments for each arm, hot he had not time 
to eflect it. Majors commanding these regimentt were paid 
in.erery respect. as the majors of the old g|Mnd» bat the resl 
of |he officers were considered and paid as those of the line. 
The soldiers enjoyed the saase pay and privil^cs as the gre- 
nadiers of the line. 



THE CAVALRY OF THE OLD AND YOUNG 
GUARD. 

The cavalry of the guard had the same distinctions and pri* 
vil^es as the foot guards, not only in respect. to rank, but 
pay, which was regulated in the same proportion as before ob- 
served. 

Each regiment was composed of twenty troops, one hundred 
strong; of which, the ten senior wm called Uie old, and the 
remaining the young guard. The soldiers of the former alone 
wore aiguilettes. 

The young guard k cheval, acted as skirmishers to the light 
cavalry, grenadiers, and dragoons, or to whatever description of 
troops they were attached. 

Of the red lancers, (Dutch,) the old guard wore a scarlet 
uniform; the young guard was clothed in blue. The Colo- 
nel is chief of each regiment, as in the infimtry, was a Gen^ 
ral of division ; and the Major commandant, .General of bri* 
gpuie. A Chef d'escadron of the line, who held the rank of 
LieutX^olonel in the army, on entering the impeirial horse 
guards, obtained the post of Captain ; and a Serjeant or Cor- 
poral could not enter unless he had served ten years, and then 
6n]y as a private soldier : however, he was certain of promotion 
if his conduct was approved. The pay of the soldiers of the 
young guard was the same as that of the line. On the de- 
parture of Napoleon for the Island of Elba, Louis XVIIf. 
obliged a considerable number of them to be incorporated with 
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tkeUne. Tlie regimenU of the old guard, then forming but 
eight troops, were calle<J the royal corps of France, the same 
as the infantry, but their pay was deceased. The first .regi- 
ment of light horse, Polish lancers, returned to Poknd, ex- 
cepting Lieut.-Cdonel Jersmanowsky, a Ca|>tain, three lieute- 
nants, and one hundred jnen, who followed Napoleon to the 
Island of Elba. 

All the Velites ♦, who. formed a part of the red lancers of 
the old guard, originally Dutch, and the entire regiment, were 
disbanded. 



RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE CAVALRY OF 
THE GUARD. 

On the return of Napoleon the horse guards were re-orga- 
nized as before, but their numbers were not so considerable. 
He re-formed one regiment of horse grenadiers, one of drar 
goons, one of chasseurs a cheval, and one of red lancers. A 
considerable number of the landers, who had been disbanded^ 
rejoined their colours. 

Il was his intention to have formed, a regiment of Po- 
lish lancers at Soissons, but he had not time to carry it intQ 
effect. 

The one hundred Poles, under the command of Lieutenantr 
Colonel Jersmanowsky, who returned with Napoleon from the 
Island of Elba, were placed at the head of the red lancers, and 
decorated with the cross of the legion of honour, as a re- 
ward for their fidelity to the Emperor during his exile. 

A squadron of Mamelukes, and the Gendarmes d'Elite, were 
^so to have been established as before. 



* The Velites were young men of respectable fiimiiies, chosen in the 
▼arioos departments, and attached to this legiment. They were lightly 
armed, and had each to pay to the oorpi three hundred firancs a year. 
After serving one or more years, according to drcomstanoes, they were 
appointed officers in the line, provided their characters were unirn* 
peachedr 
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Rustan % the favourite Mameluke, and fomer valet de 
oharabre of Napoleon^ ta return for bis mastei's kindness, le^ 
fustd to accompany him to the Island of Elba. 

Each regimeiit of cavalry of the gu^rd had an eagle, which 
was burnt <m the abdication of Napoleon in 1814 — but on his 
letum, the following year, he presented them with others at 
the Champ de Mai. 

It is remaikable, that the guards, notwithstanding the great 
losft. they sustained on the field of Waterloo, preserved their 
eagles; that alone of the chasseurs of the old guard was in 
danger, being in the square, which was charged by a British 
regiment of cavalry, near Rossomme, at nine o'clock at night, 
after the retreat of the French army. 



(9) This highly distinguished officer was severely wounded 
by a grape shot, which entering a little below the right knee, 
rendered immediate amputation unavoidable. His lordship re* 
ceived this wound in leading on the British cavalry to the charge, 
about eight o'clock in the afternoon, at the end of the hedge 
which lies between the sand pit on the Charleroi road, and in 
front of the right face of the fifth British division. 

Had not the Earl of Uxbridge, now Marquess of Anglesea, 
met this signal misfortune, it is more than probable that Napoleon 
Bonaparte and the whole of his sta£f would have been made pri- 
soners. 

Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton fell between the two 
large frees marked in the same hedge row, and the gallant Sir 
William Ponsonby in the hollow between it and the centre of 
the right wing of the French army. 

(10) When Napoleon left Paris to take the command of his 
army, he observed to one of his Generals, *^ Je vais me mesu- 
rer avec ce grand Wellington." Upon the morning of the 18th 
of June, when he approached the hillock near the hamlet of 
the Maison du Roi, (No. 1.) and saw the Allied Army in 
order of battle before him, he sarcastically observed, ** Ha! 

* Rubtau never obtained the decoration of the le^oa of honour. 
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je le» tieii$ done, c^ Anglds." *< Hal i kave got these Eog- 
Ibh at last;* •••••»♦•• 

He was attended by a peasant, named Jean Batiste de Coster, 
who formerly resided in a cottage upon the main tiMid, at the 
conuoencement of the passage leading to Plancenois, hut at 
present at Joh-BM, between Mont^Saint Jean and Waterloo. 
Implicit confidence is not to be given to every accomit which he 
has been said to have related* Attendant, merely in the capacity 
of a guide, upon the person of Napoleon, it was utterly impossible 
for him, in his situatioiv to become acquainted with the opera^ 
tions of the Allied Army on the 18th of June. 

From the numd)er)ess fatern)gatone&. which have been put to 
him by the curious who have visited the field, he may have 
been led to decide on subjects connected with various circum* 
ataace» of the day (rather than be thought ignorant of them) 
to which he must hvre been a total stnmgcr. Divest, how^ 
ever^ his account of extmaeoos embeUishmeais, and he wftt 
prove the most intelligent of the many guides i^io {Hvsenl them* 
selves, independent of the inteiest excited by his having waited 
on Napoleon during that memorable day. 

{11) Jerome Bonaparte, ci-devant King of Westphalia, young* 
eit brother of Napoleon Bonaparte, was styled Jerome Napo- 
leon, in consequence of hi& having, in concert with the other 
members of his family, reUnqiashed the name of Bonaparte. 

(12) To make any comment on the officer who commanded the 
detachments engaged m the defence of this chateau, equivirieni to 
his merits, is impossible; but, as a circunutance has coaie to 
my knowledge, not generally known ta the public, it would be 
an ii^ustice to hia» and the brave soldier who supported him, 
were I to withhold it. 

When the lin^t troops which had occupied the wood and 
orchards of Gomont were forced to retiia within the walls of 
the chateau, the French followed so immediately after, that they 
had nearly succeeded in entering the yard ; but Lieuleaant-Colo- 
nel M'Donnell, assisted by a oorpofai of hi# regiment, (wh^ 
has since received a pension for Ue gidlaatryy) opposed them, 
selves personally to the enemy, anA pioMBted his entrance, 
not only by ^leir str^muoua and sfdrited cosestions, but, by 

G 
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bodily streoglh mod athletic powen, succeeded in shotdng and 
tecaring the gate. 

Seveial French soldiers scaled the walls of the garden, bat they 
instantly fell victims to their temerity. Their exertions to obtain 
Ihis position were not alone confined to the front and left of the 
garden, strengthened by a ten feet wall, as a detachment froaa the 
third division of Lieutenant-General Foy, having passed through 
the orchard to the rear of the garden, cat down about eight feet 
of the hedge which encloses it on that jide; but being warmly 
received by a party of the guards stationed in the shrubbery, and 
also exposed to a heavy fire of musketry from the troops of the 
right wing, it was forced to relinquish the attempt, and retired 
after sustaining a considerable loss. 

(13) The intrepid conduct of the cuirassiers was not only 
particularly marked during the engagement, but the numerous 
instances of extreme indifference with which they submitted to 
have their wounds dressed, cannot be better exemplified than by 
the following facts : — 

A private soldier of the cuirassiers being wounded in the left 
side by a musket ball, which had penetrated the cuirass, it was 
necessary to make an incision in order to extract it. When the 
operation was over, the soldier coolly demanded from the Surgeon, 
if he had found the ball : on being answered in the affirmative^ he 
rejoined, '' had you cut an inch deeper, you would have found 
the Emperor." 

An uncommon instance of enthusiasm and patience under suf^ 
fering, is strongly depicted in the following account: — 

A soldier, of the same arm, being obliged to submit to have his 
leg amputated, said, *' Well, if it must go, off with it.** During 
the operation not even a sigh was heard to escape him ; but when 
it was finished, he desired to see his leg, and throwing it into the 
air, exclaimed, '* Thank God, I have still a leg left — I can yet 
serve my Country I" 

A singular example of rash determination is portrayed in the 
annexed circumstance, to which I was myself an eye witness. 

In one of the charges of the cuirassiers, a private soldier having 
had his horse shot under him, fell also, severely wounded, close to 
the bayonets of one of the squares, which having moved a few 
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paces to tbe front, placed him in the centre of it : there, deploring 
hiy fiate, he begged of different officers to put a period to bis 
existence. — A soldier falling at the moment by his aide, be seized 
bis arms, and quickly disengaging the bayonet, raised bis cuirass, 
and plunged it into his body, rolling it about with a degree of des- 
peration and ferocity, easier to be imagined than described. Not 
feeling that his immediate dissolution was likely to follow this act, 
he withdrew the bayonet, and replunged it in his throat. 

(14) This distinguished officer, much esteemed for his gallantry, 
and high sense of honour, was struck by a cannon shot, in return- 
ing from a charge, after leaving to the world a strong and un- 
equivocal proof of the noble feelings by which his general conduct 
was influenced. — A short time previous to his receiving the fatal 
blow, which put a period to his existence, he met, while engaged 
with the enemy, a French General, with whom he had lived, 
under the late dynasty of France, in strict terms of friendship, and 
whom it was either in his power to have put to the sword, or made 
prisoner : but deprecating the idea of taking advantage of a situa^ 
tion in which accident had placed biro, saluted him, and* said, 
'^ This, General, is my side of the field ; that, is yours — ^Take care 
of yourself — Adieu.*' 

When General Van Merle fell, his aide-de-camp dismounted, 
and wisbed to remain with him; but he declined it, stating, that 
his services would prove more useful with his brigade than to him^ 
as he felt that he could not survive an hour. 

It appeared to me as if this gallant soldier was impressed with 
a presentiment of his approaching fate. While taking some re- 
freshment with him and Major-General Ghigny, after the action 
had commenced, the latter remarked, that the fire from the 
enemy's artillery was considerably increasing: General Van Merle 
then observed, that his military career would terminate on that day, 
and also in a letter, addressed to his wife, found upon the table 
in his closet, similar feelings were expressed. 

About the same time fell, severely wounded. Colonel Sir 
William Delancy,/ Deputy-quarter-master-general to the British 
army. 

This incomparable officer was deservedly esteemed by the Duke 
of Wellington, who honoured him with his particular confidenceit 
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flmd regard. Oo recdviiig hU wound, the officers immediately near 
ilim wisbed to have him i«noved to the village of Mont St Jean; 
byt be declined it for a conndeFable time, exclaiiaiDgp " No, no, 
)ea!ve me nvheie I am I .,1 know I roust die ; therefore let me at 
least have the satisfaction of dying upon the field!" 

He was a^rwards removed to Waterloo, where, after lingering 
(ome days, he died, deservedly f^gretted by the whole army. 

(15) This gallant officer was much esteemed by the Duke of 
WeHington, in the war of the Peninsula. For his intrepidity, 
and cool unbiassed judgment in the moment of danger, he has 
€sver been conspicuous ; but on that day he surpassed even him* 
self! He was thrice wounded, once most severely and dangerously, 
and had four horses shot under him, at the head of his brigade, 
and in leading on successively two squadrons of cavalry to the 
i:harge. 

The majority of the staff of the Duke of Wellington was either 
. kiUed or wounded upon the right and rear of the advanced square 
of General Halketfs brigade, his Grace being frequently with it 
during the action* It was suf^rted by the square of the thirty- 
third and sixty-ninth regiments, which covered the interval 
between the former and the guards. Though not equally subject to 
the charges of the French cavalry, these regiments suffered consi- 
derably fimn the heavy cannonade to which they were exposedf 
and by their cool, intrepid conduct, honaufably supported the 
character of the British soldier. 

Among the maoy brave officeirs who fell on that day, theae is 
no individual more deserving of notice than Captain Crofton, of 
die &4th foot. This enterprising officer was appointed brigade^ 
major to Sir Colin Halkett, in which capacity he was graaed hy 
a cannon ball on the hip, in the battle of the l£th, at Quatre- 
9cas, which obliged him to quit the field ; but, on the filming of 
the 18th, having been informed by his servant, that ^ general 
action \v^3 likely to take place, he ordered his horse to be saddled* 
and being placed upon him, arrived on the field in sujScient time 
to assume the duties of his situation, and part^e of thpse dangers, 
which his too zealous mind, notwithstanding the severity of his 
wound,, had imprudently led him to encounter* About five 
o'clock in the afternoon, while executi^ some orders he bad 
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T^eAydf vitb bis uMial ardour and activity, 4od aiuniiidfid iof 
the pain be suffered, be was struck by a grape sbot in tbe breast, 
which deprived an afiectiQDate wife, aod a numerous fiioiily, of a 
husband aod a father, and bis coiintTy of en ofieer^ whose militaiy 
acquirements promised to render bim an ornament to Us pr^ 
fession. 

(l£) Napoleon, upon his relum from the height, observed to 
Marriial Bertrand,'* Tout va bien," — implyii^ that since be had 
laid those guns» tlM fire was mof« correct, and made a greater im- 
pression upon the British columns, against which be bad paiticu* 
kriy pointed them* 

(17) This battery, which did great casecution, is particularly 
marked upon tbe plan, belsween Uie British line, and the comer of 
La Haie-Sainte. It was withdrawn late in the afj^unoon, by «adar 
of Napoleon. 

It was the same which had advanced in the oomroencement of 
Ac action from Mon-Plaisir, to rasse the wall of the §/i9im of 
Goosont 

(18) NapoleoR slept tbe night of the 17th of June, previous to 
the battle of Waterloo, in the cottage of Jean Joseph AubriJ, to 
the rear of the f$im of CsjlUou, where he bad established hi^ bead 
quarters. He was accompanied by five servants, two of whom 
remained in immediate attendance upon him. It was not until 
the following morning that tbe peasant discovered to whom h'n 
house had afibrded a sbdter, the soldiers of the imperial guard, 
who were occupied in cooking, having silently retired from it 
cm his approach. '^Previous to his departure the peasant mliciled 
permission for cue of his servants to remain, which favour was 
immediately granted, and secured his house from the hands pf the 
soldiers, who pillaged every other in the village. 

Napoleon, alter the battle was Jk»t« urhen he saar his f|uards * 



* When the old guard gave way, it was called upon to surrender -, to wliidi 
Laentenant-Genend Cambroae replied, " La garde meurt, mMsvHeve^^MBd 
{Mu.*—«< The imperial guard knows how to die, but i|ot to aoiMDd^.'' A few 
arinutes^fter, 4he brave Oepeval wBs4ange8Mui9^ wwmded* «i»4 tlM» iTSat^ psit 
of Uie veterans who somnrnded him, fe)l m^nmtQ »o.eathQSMaticherQVniv ^h'lc^ 
t!fVf Midler must »dmice, but all nsgret* 
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discomfited and in fall retreat^ followed by the AUies, observed 
to Manhal Bertrand, " Tout est perda, il faut nous retirer."— 
** The day is lost, it is time for us to retire;'' and immediately fell 
back on La Belle Alliance. At the farm of Rossomme, he made 
an attempt to rally his troops, but his e£forts were unable to dissi* 
pate the panic which had seized them. — Seeing the danger to 
which he was personally exposed from the near approach of the 
British and Prussian cavalry, he retired by Genappe, Quatie-Bias, 
Gosselies, and Charleroi» to Marcinelle, where he entered a public 
house, called La Gang^tte, kept by Pierre Diesbeck, and demand- 
ed a guide, evincing a strong desire tlyat the landlord should ac- 
company him. He remained nearly two hours walking in the 
garden, accompanied by Marshal Bertrand and several general 
officers, with whose assistance he once more attempted to rally 
his troops ; but the flying soldiers paid no other attention to him 
than by crying, ** Vive TEmpereur T' 

Finding his efforts ineffectual, and having obtained a guide, he 
left Marcinelle by a road which leads from the chaus^ to the 
rear of the public house, and proceeded in the direction of Philip- 
ville, and from thence by post to Paris. 

His former guide, Jean Batiste de Coster, was dismissed at this 
village, and received oke Napoleon, according to his assertion, 
from Marshal Bertrand, as a recompense for exposing his life 
during the whole of the preceding day. The farm house of 
Cailliou, in the rear of the centre of the French army, as well 
as the chateau of Gomont upon the right, and the farm of 
Papelotte upon the left of the Allied Army, were destroyed by 
fire. — Some hundreds of wounded men perished in the two 
former. 

(19) This calculation applies solely to the battle of Waterloo, 
and their subsequent loss in following up the retreat of the French 
army. That which they mu&t have sustained from the com- 
mencement of hostilities to the disastrous termination of the battle 
of Ligny, cannot be estimated at less than twenty-five thousand 
men, independent of prisoners : and the loss of the French army at 
Ligny alone must have been, from its exposed position, at thcr 
very least, twenty thousand men. 
I regret to say that my local researches among the historians 
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and topographists of the Low Countries did not afford me the 
grounds of information, which I anxiously sought after, to enable 
me to give an ab-original account of the various places, such as 
Fleurus, Ligny, Waterloo, &c. &c. rendered memorable from the 
peculiar circumstances which there occurred, in a war which has 
proved the most important among the many that have taken 
place during the last and present centuries. 
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The annexed plate presents a view of the monu- 
ment lately erected to the memory of Lieutenant- 
Colonel the Honourable Sir Alexander Gordon, 
K. C. B., &c. &c., upon the crest of the Plateau of 
Mont St. Jean, between the rear of the Farm of La 
Haie Sainte, and the tree which has been styled 
'' Wellington's Tree/' 

Although the site chosen by the Earl of Aberdeen 
is not the exact spot where his brother was mortally 
wounded, yet, it was the scene of that fearful conflict, 
where the French cuirassiers disputed, for a long 
time, the palm of victory ; but yielding at length to the 
physical force and unabated ardor of their naked 
opponents, were hurried . over a perpendicular height 
of forty feet above the Charleroi road, by the first 
t)rigade of heavy dragoons, under the command of 
Major-General Lord Edward Somerset, many of 
whom, from the closeness of the pursuit, fell victims 
to their enthusiasm, and met an honorable death 
with the brave, but beaten enemy. 

The figures seen in the foreground of the plate 
represent Jean Batiste de Coster*, dressed in the 

* It is but an act of justice to Marshal Bertrand, to state 
why he gave so small a sum as one Napoleon to De Coster for 
his services on the 18th June. I do not think I can succeed 
more happily than by giving the conversation, verbatim, which 
took place at* Marcinelle on the morning of the 19th, which I 
.drew from De Coster since this narrative went to press. 

Napoleon, accompanied by five ofHcers and Marshal Ber- 
trand, had obtained some wine, with which they were refreshing 
.themselves, when the. latter observing De Coster, approached 
him and said, ^^ Mon brave homme nous n'avons plus.besoin 

H 
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peasants costume of the country, who acted as 
a guide to Napoleon ; and also of Marie Frani^oise 
Berger, aged IS years, the widow of Pere Annoull, 
of the village of Mont St. Jean. 

This respectable matron, indifferent to the numer- 
ous dangers which surrounded her, and notwith- 
standing her house had been perforated by cannon 
shot, continued in it during the battle, animated 
by the desire of saving her little property from 
the hands of some lawless soldiers, who, being 
joined by several unprincipled peasants, hovered in 
the rear, not only with the view to plunder the 
inhabitants, but the baggage of the army, in which 
they were but too successful *. 

The place where Sir Alexander Gordon was 
wounded is considerably to the right of the monu- 
ment, and in front of the hedge which marks the 
centre of the plateau. 

This gallant officer was removed from the field 
by Serjeant-Major Woods, of the 2nd battalion SOtb 
foot, to the village of Mont St. Jean; where, after 
suffering the amputation of a leg, he terminated this 
mortal life, in the flower of his youth, universally 
regretted by his friends and brother officers. 

de voub" — " My good man, we have no longer occasion for your 
services f — and, at the same time, searching his pockets, found 
a Napoleon, which he presented to him with these words, 
" Tenez, voila tout ce que j'ai sur moi, c'est pour vous" — " Take 
this, it is all I have about me, and is at your service/' From 
which it is evident that that sum was not considered a compe- 
tent recompense for the dangers to which he had been exposed, 
or the services he had rendered ; but was the utmost wiliitn the 
General's power to offer at the moment. 

* Many officers lost their horses, money, and the entire of 
their baggage, to. &c., literally preserving only what they had 
upon their backs. 
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Sacred to tbt a^emor? 

OF 

LIEUTENANT-COLONEL 

THE HON. SIR ALEXANDER GORDON, 

Knight Commander of the Most Honorable Order of 

the Bath, Aide-de-Camp to Field-Marshal the 

Duke of Wellington, and third Brother 

to Groroe, Earl of Aberdeen. 

Who, in the 9Qth Year of his Age, 

Terminated a short but glorious Career, • 

On the ISthJune, 1815, 

Whilst executing the Orders of his great Commander, 

In the Battle of W AT E,RLoo» 

Distinguished for Gallantry and good Conduct in the Field; 

He was honored with repeated marks of Approbation 

By the illustrious Hero ! 

With whom he shared the Dangers of every Battle 

In Spain, Portugal, aizc? France; 

And received the most flattering proof s of his Confidence 

On many trying Occasions. 

His Zeal and Activity in the Service obtained the reward of 

Ten Medals, 

And the honorable distinction of the Order of the Bath. 

He was justly lamented by the Duke q/* Wellington, 

In his Public Despatch, 

As an Officer of high promise. 

And a serious Loss to the Country. 

Nor less worthy of record were his Virtues in private life : 

His unaffected respect for Relif^on, 

His high sense of Honor, 

His scrupulous Integrity, 

And the more amiable Qualities 

Which secured the Attachment of his Friends, 

And tfte Love of his ozm Family ! 

In testimony of Feelings which no Language can express, 

A disconsolate Sister and five surviving Brothers 

Have erected this simple Memorial 

To the object of their tenderest Affection. 
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Near the same &pot fell, mortally wounded, Lieu- 
' tenant-Colonel Canning, also Aide-de-Camp to his 
Grace the Duke of Wellington; who, though no 
proud monument rears its head to his memory, 
possesses one in the hearts of his friends, which no 
time can obliterate. 

His career in life was not less honorable than that 
of Sir Alexander Gordon, having shared with him, 
during several campaigns in the Peninsula and in 
France,, the glory as well as the dangers of the 
field. 

When this gallant officer fell, I was near to him ; 
I held his hand in mine, while that distinguished 
young nobleman, the Earl of March, received his last 
farewell. It was at this moment that the serenity of 
his mind, and the resignation of the Christian, were 
most strongly pourtrayed — ^unmindful of the extreme 
pain he suffered, and even as the spirit wavered at 
the portal of death, his feelings were yet alive to 
friendship and to honor ; evincing the warmest 
anxiety for the safety of Britain's Great Captain^ 
and a solicitude that some private affairs, compa- 
ratively trifling, should not remain unsettled after 
his decease. 

Was I to attempt to pay a just tribute to every 
brave man who devoted his life, upon that bloody 
field, to his country, I should swell these pages far 
beyond the primary object of the Work : however, 
upon this one occasion, I cannot remain deaf to the 
voice of friendship and of worth. 

Of that number, there is no one more worthy " of 
the voice of praise," than my friend and companion in 
arms. Major T. W. Chambers, of the 2nd bat- 
talion 30th foot. He was an active, zealous, and 
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iotelligent officer, and a great loss to his regiment, 
both as a soldier, and a gentleman. < His character 
was not less to be admired as a private member of 
society; and by his death, some amiable young 
females have to regret a sincere friend, and affection- 
ate brother. 

About half past six in the afternoon, at the mo- 
ment he was declaring, " that he had hitherto escaped 
unhurt, and that he was too small to be hit," he re- 
ceived a ball through the heart, from a tirailleur of 
the guards, and instantly expired. 



VOTE OF THANKS, &c*. 

" The vote of thanks was granted on the 23d June, 
1815, in the following terms : . . 

" That the thanks of this House be given to Field- 
Marshal the Duke of Wellington, Knight of the most 
noble Order of the Garter, for the consummate ability, 
unexampled exertion, and irresistible ardour, display- 
ed by him on the 1 8th of June ; on which day the 
decisive victory over the enemy, commanded by 
Buonaparte in person, was obtained by his Grace, 
with the allied troops under his command, and in 

* The reader will find the eloquent and interesting addresses 
of the Speaker to individual members of the House of Commons, 
wbo served in the campaign of 1815, with their respective 
replies, in the ** M^s of England :'' also much information, of a 
similar nature, commencing on the 1st June, 1794, and ter- 
minating with the Buccessfid issue of the war in the Nepaul 
territory in 1816. 
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conjunction with the troops under the command of 
Marshd Prince Blucher; whereby the military glory 
of the British nation has been exalted, and the terri* 
tory of bis Majesty's ally, the King of the Nether* 
lands, has been protected from invasion and spoil. 

^^ That the thanks of this House be given to General 
his Royal Highness the Prince of Orange, Knight 
Grand Cross of the most honourable military Order 
of the Bath; 

Lieut.-General8 the Earl of Major-Generals Sir Edward 
Uzbridge, K.G.C.B. Barnes, K.G.B. 

Lord HiU, K.G.C.B. Sir John Byng, K.C.B. 

Sir H. CUnton, K.G.C.B. Sir Denis Pack, K.C.B. 

Charles Baron Alien, K.C.B. Lord £. Somerset, K.C.B. 

Major-Generals Sir Henry Sir John Lambert, K.C,B. 

Hmuber, K.C.B. Sir Colquhoun Grant, K.C.B. 

Sir John Ormsby Vandeleur, Peregrine Maitland 

K.C.B. Sir Colin Halkett, K.C.B. 

George Cpoke Frederick Adam 

Sir James Kempt, K.C.B. Sir R. H. Vivian, K.C.B. 

Sir W. Dombac^, K.C.B. 

and to the sereral officers under their command, &c. &c. 

^^ That the thanks of this House be g^ven to the 
general officers, officers, and men of the allied forces, 
serving under the immediate command of Field Mar- 
shal the Duke of Wellington, for the distinguished 
valour and intrepidity displayed by them on the 18th 
of June ; and that his Grace the Duke of Wellington 
be desired to signify the same to them accordingly. 

" That the thanks of this House be given to Marshal 
Prince Blucher and the Prussian army, for the cordial 
and timely assistance affi)rded by them on the 18th 
of June, to which the successful results of that arduous 
day is so mainly to be attributed, &c. &c/' 
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" Sir, " Paris, July 9th, 1815. 

'* I HAVE had the honor of receiving your 
letter of the 23d of June, with which you have enclosed 
the unanimous resolutions of the House of Commons 
of the same day, by which the House have expressed 
their approbation of the conduct of the general officers^ 
officers, and troops, composing the army under my 
command, and of myself and Field-Marshal Prince 
Blucher, and of the Prussian army, in the battle of the 
18th of June. 

" I beg that you will assure the House that I enter- 
tain a high and just sense of the honor which they 
have conferred upon me, and that I beg them to 
accept my thanks for this fresh mark of the favor with 
which they receive my services, and those of the 
troops under my command. 

" According to the orders of the House, I com- 
municated to Field-Marshal Prince Blucher, the re- 
solution of the House regarding his conduct and that 
of the Prussian army ; and I have the honor to en- 
close the copy of his letter to me upon this occasion, 
which will best explain his Higbness's sentiments. 

" I cannot conclude without requesting you, iSir, lo 
accept my thanks for the handsome terms in which 
ydu have conveyed me the sense of the House. 

" I have the honor to be, with the highest respect, 
your obedient and faithful humble servant, 

" Wellington." 

'' The Right Honorable Charles Abbot, 
". Speaker of the House of Coiximons, 6cc. &c." 
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'< Saint Qaud, My gth, ni5. 

" The two Houses of the British Parliament 
having given their thanks to myself and the army 
under my orders, for our assistance at the battle of La 
Belle Alliance*, is an honor with which we are deeply 
penetrated : we feel ourselves more than recompensed 
for our eflforts by the approbation of a valiant and 
enlightened nation ; and we confidently hope that the 
common victory obtained by the two countries will 
contribute in an eminent degree to cement the ties of 
friendship which now subsist between them, so as to 
prevent the possibility of future interruption. 

" We are not ignorant, my Lord, that your High- 

* This battle has obtained three different names from the 
following causes: — It is called the battle of Waterloo, by the 
Duke of Wellington, because the grounds on which it took 
place are within the precincts of the parish of Waterloo, from 
his head-quarters having been established in the village of that 
name, and also from his despatches being dated from it — 
Of Mont St. Jean, by Napoleon ; through error, from his having 
mistaken the farm of La Haie Sainte for that of Mont St. Jean. 
-'-Of La Belle Alliance, by Marshal Blucher, from the small 
public-house which stands in the centre of the field ; and from 
the happy junction of the two armies immediately previous to 
the termination of the battle. 

The reason that the public and the two adjacent houses are 
called La Belle AUiance^ arises frx)m the following circumstances : 
the landlord of the public-house dying, his widow married the 
occupier of Trimotion, the farm-house opposite ; but losing him 
in a short time afterwards, she consoled herself by taking for 
her third husband a peasant, who lived in the house lately 
occupied by Jean Batiste de Coster ; but here again death put 
a period to her happiness, when she once more embraced the 
married state^ and espoused the Aubergiste of her first house ; 
from which time it obtained among the neighbouring peasantry 
the title it now bears. 
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ness's account of our conduct on the 18th has induced 
the two Houses of Parliament to pass a resolution so 
honorable to myself, and to the army which I have 
the honour to command. It is my duty to intreat 
that you will be pleased to accept of our thanks. 

" It is with sentiments of the most profound regard 
that I have the honor to be, &c. 

" Bluchee." 



Extract from G&nrrai. Orders, on the 
Breaking<ip of the Army at Paris^ 

Anno Domini, 1815. 



*^ No. 48. tTpoh breakihg-iip of the army which 
the Field-Marshal has had the honor of commanding 
he begs leave again to return llianks to the general 
officers, and the officers^ and troops^ for their uni&rnl 
good conduct. 

'^ No.' 49* In the late short, but memorable capri- 
paign, they have given proofs to the world that they 
possess, in an eminent degree, all the good qualities of 
soldiers ; and the Field-Marshal is happy to be able 
to applaud their regular good conduct in their camps 
and cantonments, not le^ss than when engaged iwith 
the enemy in the field. 

" No. 50. Whatever may be the future destination 
of those brave troops of which the Field- Marshal now 
takes his leave, he trusts every individual will believe 
that he will ever fed the deepest interest in their 
honor and welfare, and will always be happy to pro- 
mote either." 
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